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HUNTING ON TIMBER COMPANY LANDS 
Timber companies own thousands of acres of land 
across Vermont, especially within the Northeast 
Kingdom.  As a hunter, you will be a guest on their 
land.  To ensure that you can continue to enjoy that 
privilege, please follow these general guidelines: 
 
1. No fires  
2. Camping not allowed on US Fish & Wildlife 

lands or on private lands w/o permission 
3. ATVs are NOT allowed on State or Federal 

land or lands under conservation easements. 
Written permission required on private 
lands 

4. Don’t hunt near active logging operations 
5. Respect gates and closed roads 
6. Be careful not to rut roads 
7. Do not block roads and trails; park well off the 

traveled portion of logging roads  
8. Give logging trucks the right-of-way 
9. Do not litter 

 
Addresses & phone numbers of some major large 
landowners are as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
The Nature Conservancy     The Trust for Public Land 
27 State Street                     33 Court Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602         Montpelier, VT 05602 
(802) 229-442                      (802) 223-1373, ext. 20 
 

 
HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

VT Fish & Wildlife Department 

Permit Applications/Processing   

Cheri Waters, Administrative Assistant 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department 

1 National Life Drive, Floor North 2 

Montpelier, VT 05620 - 3702 

Phone: 802-828-1190 
 

Hunter Surveys/Diary Cards 

Michele Eynon, District Office Chief Clerk 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department 

1229 Portland Street, Suite 201 

St Johnsbury VT  05819 

Phone:  802-751-0100 
 

State Police Dispatchers 
   (to contact District Game Wardens) 
St. Johnsbury                  748-3111 
Derby                              334-8881 
St. Albans                       524-5993 
Middlesex                       229-9191 
Williston                         878-7111 
Bethel                             234-9933    
 
VT MOOSE CHECK STATIONS 
NOTE: From October 15 through October 20, all 
moose must be reported to one of the 6 check 
stations listed below.  From October 1 through 7, 
and October 21 and 22, moose may be reported at 
any regular Big Game Reporting Station. 
 
Biological Moose Check Stations are open from  
9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., October 15 through 20: 
Barnie’s Market (Concord)           695-8133 
Barton State Highway Garage       525-4432 
Island Pond State Garage              723-5966 
Middlesex State Garage                828-2697 
Londonderry State Garage            824-6464 
Pauline’s Quick Stop (Sheldon)   933-4810 
 
 
 

Weyerhaeuser Company 

P.O. Box 260, Colebrook, NH 03576 

Chris Fife, Resource Supervisor 

(603) 237-8101 

Chris.Fife@weyerhaeuser.com 

Henning Stabins, Wildlife Biologist 

off: 207.453.2527 ext.141 | cell: 207.313.3563 

Henning.Stabins@weyerhaeuser.com 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 

* No special permission is required to hunt     

    on Weyerhaeuser Lands. 

* No ATVs are allowed. 

* Camping or overnight parking is not             

   allowed. 

* Wet weather conditions may cause the         

    closure of roads during the moose season.   

    For updated information on roads and         

    gate status visit www.vtfishandwildlife.com 

Heartwood Forestland Fund IV & V, Black Hills, Peter 
Piper Timber, LLC, LIADSA, & Noble Enterprises 
c/o LandVest, 5086 US Route 5 Ste 2 
Newport, VT 05855 (802) 334-8402 

mailto:Chris.Fife@weyerhaeuser.com
mailto:Henning.Stabins@weyerhaeuser.com
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NEW THIS YEAR 

 
• Beginning in 2016, lottery winners must sit out 5 years before entering the lottery. 

• Any hunter age 50 or older, may use a crossbow in place of a vertical bow. 

• A handgun may be carried by moose hunters during archery season. 

 

Reporting Your Moose 

• It is now MANDATORY to submit ovaries from cow moose. 

• The udder must be brought in, but need not be attached to carcass. 

• The skull plate from male calves must be brought in if the head is left at the kill site. 

• All edible meat  must be brought to reporting station. 

• Complete boning-out of the carcass is acceptable. 

 

 

 

Note: Any person convicted of violating any provision of the moose regulations is 

subject to court action, including 5 points against their rights to hunt, fish and trap per 

violation, fines and penalties up to $1,000 and additional restitution up to $2,000. Any 

person convicted of taking a moose out of season or in excess of limits could face 

potential jail time, loss of hunting privileges and several thousand dollars in fines.  
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MOOSE HUNTING RULES 

 

Vermont's moose hunting rules are printed in their entirety, beginning on the next page, for your 

convenience.  You should carefully read through both the Moose Management and Moose Permit Rules. 

If you have any questions regarding interpretation of these Rules, please call 802-828-1483.  Below is a 

helpful summary of some important highlights of the regulations: 

 

1. Open Season:  Archery season:  October 1 through 7, 2016. 

    Regular season:  October 15 through October 20, 2016.   

 

2. Legal Hours:  The legal hunting hours for moose are one-half hour before sunrise to 

one-half hour after sunset.  Please refer to the legal hunting hour table 

in the back of this book. 

 

3. Open Zones:  Only WMUs B, C, D1, D2, E1, E2, G, H, I, J1, J2, L, M, O, P and Q are 

open for moose hunting.  You must hunt in one of these 16 units as 

shown on your permit (see descriptions and map on pages 14 through 21). 

  

4. Who May Hunt: Only the Permittee and any designated Subpermittee or Guide may hunt 

moose.  No other persons may participate in any way, until after a moose 

is legally tagged.  The Permittee and/or Subpermittee may carry and use 

firearms or bows during the hunt, but they must always hunt together (i.e. 

they must be able to communicate without the aid of radios, etc.).  The 

designated Guide may not carry or use a firearm or bow.  The Permittee, 

Subpermittee and Guide must hold a valid Vermont big game hunting 

license. 

 

5. Bag Limit:  Only one moose is allowed per permit.   

 

6. Legal Firearms: Centerfire rifles and handguns must be not less than .25 caliber.   

Muzzleloaders must be not less than .45 caliber and with a minimum 

barrel length of at least 20 inches and designed to be fired from the 

shoulder, or a muzzleloading handgun of not less than .45 caliber and 

with a minimum barrel length of 10 inches.  Shotguns must be a 20 gauge 

or larger and only slugs may be used. 

 

7. Legal Bows:  Bows must have a draw weight of at least 50 pounds, and broadheads 

must be used that are at least 7/8 of an inch wide with 2 or more cutting 

edges. 

8. Shooting Near  

Roads:   It is illegal to shoot or attempt to shoot at a moose when the moose is 

within 100 yards of any town, state or federal highway.  This 

restriction includes Class 4 Town Highways.  Although it is legal to shoot 

from a private road, it is the hunter's responsibility to make sure the road 

is indeed private.  In any case, it is highly recommended that you do not 

shoot from the traveled portion of even private roads. 

   For maps of official town highways, visit the following website:          

   http://vtransmaps.vermont.gov/mapsftp/current.asp 

 

http://vtransmaps.vermont.gov/mapsftp/current.asp
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9. Moose  

Registration:  MOOSE MUST BE COMPLETELY EVISCERATED (heart, liver, 

lungs, stomach, intestines and all other organs removed) and then 

transported to an official biological checking station, either whole or in 

parts, within 48 hours of being taken (see page 29).  If a carcass is 

transported in parts, each part must be tagged with the name and address 

of the person who killed the moose (see 10 V.S.A. Appendix § 2A).  In 

addition, moose reported in parts must also include the two lower central 

incisor teeth and the skull cap or the udder to verify the sex of your 

moose (see 10 V.S.A. App. § 33, Section 14 on page 10). Moose cannot 

be transported out of the state without first being reported to a Vermont 

moose check station. 

 

10. Moose Permit:  The Permittee must carry their permit with them at all times while 

hunting and transporting their moose.  Also, the Permittee must travel in 

the same vehicle as the moose during transport. 

 

 

10 V.S.A. Appendix § 33. Moose Management Rule  
 

1.0 Authority 

 

1.1 This rule is adopted pursuant to 10 V.S.A. §4081(a).  In adopting this rule, the Fish 

and Wildlife Board is following the policy established by the General Assembly that 

the protection, propagation, control, management, and conservation of fish, wildlife 

and fur-bearing animals in this state is in the interest of the public welfare and that the 

safeguarding of this valuable resource for the people of the state requires a constant 

and continual vigilance. 

 

1.2 In accordance with 10 V.S.A. §4082, this rule is designed to maintain the best health, 

population and utilization levels of the moose herd. 

1.3 In accordance with 10 V.S.A. §4082, the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board may: 

establish open seasons; daily, season and possession limits for game; territorial limits; 

prescribe the manner and means of taking moose; establish territorial limits for the 

taking of moose; and establish restrictions on taking based upon sex, maturity and 

other physical distinctions.   

1.4 In accordance with 10 V.S.A. §4254(i)(1), this rule establishes a process to auction 

five (5) moose permits to be awarded to the highest bidders. 

 

1.5  In accordance with 10 V.S.A. §4254(i)(2), this rule establishes a separate drawing for 

eligible Vermont veterans through a special priority drawing through the permit 

lottery system.   

 

2.0  Purpose 

 

The purpose of this regulation is to establish two annual moose seasons, to establish the 

procedures to be used in applying for and issuing moose permits, and to establish the 

administrative framework for regulating the taking of moose.  
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3.0  Definitions 

 

3.1 “Antlered moose” means a moose which has at least one antler 6 inches or more in 

length measured from the tip of the main beam along the distal edge of the antler to 

the base of the antler burr at the skull. 

 

3.2 “Antlerless” means those moose without antlers or antlers less than six inches in 

length. 

 

3.3 “Applicant” means a person who has submitted a completed legal application to the 

lottery. 

 

3.4 “Application” means the form provided by the Department that allows a person to be 

entered into the lottery. 

 

3.5 “Board” means the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board. 

 

3.6 “Bonus point” means: 1) a point accrued by successfully applying for a permit, but 

not being drawn; or 2) a point accrued by indicating on the application that the person 

should not be entered into that year’s drawing, but wishes to accrue a point. 

 

3.7 “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 

Department. 

 

3.8 “Crossbow” means a device consisting of a bow mounted to a rigid stock for 

discharging bolts or arrows and having a mechanical means to hold and release the 

drawn string, which must be fired from the shoulder. A bolt means a short projectile 

for a crossbow that resembles an arrow and has a head that measures no less than 7/8 

inch at its widest point.  A crossbow shall have a minimum pull of 125 pounds, a 

working mechanical safety and a stock no less than 23 inches in length.   

 

3.9 “Department” means the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department. 

 

3.10 Either sex” means a moose of any sex. 

 

3.11 “Guide” means a person authorized to accompany, direct, aid, assist, and/or instruct a 

Permittee during a moose hunt. 

 

3.12 “Guide Permit” means a document, provided by the Department to the Permittee, to 

allow for a guide to assist in a moose hunt. 

 

3.13 “Legal means” means the taking of a moose by muzzleloader, rifle, handgun, shotgun, 

a crossbow, or bow and arrow in conformance with this rule. 

 

3.14 “Permit” means a document issued by the Department authorizing the taking of a 

moose. 

 

3.15 “Permittee” means a person who has successfully acquired a legal permit through a 

lottery or auction as described in this rule. 
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3.16 “Subpermittee” means an individual designated by a Permittee, whose name has been 

provided to the Department in conformance with this rule, who may be permitted to 

take a moose. 

 

3.17 “Wildlife Management Unit” (WMU) means one of twenty-one geographical areas in 

Vermont established for managing wildlife through regulation. 

 

4.0 Moose Seasons  

 

            There shall be two moose seasons annually. 

 

4.1  Archery: The first moose season shall be by archery only: 

 

a)  This season shall be open for seven consecutive days, beginning the first day 

of October.  

 

b)        To take an animal during this season a person must possess a valid archery  

             moose permit as prescribed in Section 9 of this rule.  

 

4.2      Regular:  The second moose season shall be for any legal means of take: 

 

             a) This season shall be open for six consecutive days beginning the third 

Saturday in October.  

   

5.0  Possession Limit 

  

5.1    The bag limit for moose shall be one moose per moose hunting permit. 

 

 5.2    The possession limit for moose shall be one moose per moose hunting permit. 

 

6.0  Permit Application Process 

 

6.1 Applications must be made on an official moose hunting application form provided 

by the Department. 

 

6.2 Only applications received by the Department’s central office during the official 

application period will be considered.  Applications must be received prior the 

deadline established by the Department. 

 

6.3 The Department will consider only complete applications.  For an application to be 

complete it must be legible, must contain all the information requested by the 

Department, must bear the applicant’s original signature, or, in the case of electronic 

or facsimile applications, attestation under the pains and penalties of perjury. To be 

considered complete, the form must be accompanied by any required application fee, 

or means of payment, such as a valid credit card payment.  

 

6.4 The Department will consider no more than one complete application from any 

applicant per year for each of the two separate lotteries held.  A lottery will be held 

for both the regular and archery seasons. Only one permit may be issued per person 

per calendar year.  
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6.5 Ten (10) percent of the moose hunting permits may be issued to non-resident hunters.  

 

6.6 No person who has held a valid Vermont moose hunting permit in any of the previous 

five (5) years may apply for a moose hunting permit or a bonus point in the current 

calendar year.  The application of the five (5) year waiting period shall only be 

effective for persons who hold a moose hunting permit after (placeholder for the 

effective date of the rule).  

 

7.0  Lottery Points 

 

7.1 A person may accumulate one additional chance, or “bonus point” to win the lottery 

for each consecutive year that person legally submits and provides the fee for an 

application but is not selected to receive a permit. 

 

7.2       Two separate lotteries may be held, one for the archery season and one for the regular 

season.  Applicants may accumulate up to one bonus point per year in each of the two 

separate lotteries, provided a complete application is submitted. 

             

7.3 Applicants may elect to accrue a bonus point without entering the moose hunt lottery 

by submitting a completed application and fee and indicating at the appropriate place 

on the application form that they do not wish to be entered in the lottery for the 

current calendar year. 

              

7.4   To accrue bonus points, a person must provide a complete application for the given 

year’s lottery for which the person wishes to receive a permit (archery or regular). All 

bonus points in both lotteries are lost upon receipt of a valid permit or failure to 

provide a complete application for each designated lottery – a person may continue to 

accrue bonus points in one lottery, even if he or she fails to provide a valid application 

for the other. 

 

8.0  Permit Selection Process 

 

8.1 All those who have submitted complete applications and who wish to be entered into 

the lottery will be entered into the lottery. The Department will hold, or cause to be 

held, a transparent, random drawing to include all persons who have submitted a 

complete application. 

 

8.2 Selected regular season applicants will receive a permit for their WMU of preference 

until the permit quota for their preferred WMU is filled at which time a permit will be 

awarded for their second choice WMU, and so on.  

 

8.3 Selected regular season applicants will be notified by mail, and will receive a permit 

form to complete. Successful applicants have 15 calendar days to return the 

completed forms with the appropriate fee, and their Subpermittee’s name, if any. 

  

8.4 Selected archery season applicants will be notified by mail, and will receive a permit 

form to complete. Successful applicants have 15 calendar days to return the completed 

forms with the appropriate fee and indicate the name of their Subpermittee, if any. 
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9.0  Moose Hunting Permits 

 

9.1  An applicant who is chosen by lottery, or is a successful auction bidder may purchase 

a moose hunting permit from the Department.  

 

 9.2 At the time of issuance, moose season permit recipients and designated Subpermittees 

must hold a valid Vermont big game hunting license. 

 

            9.3 At the time of issuance, archery season permit recipients and designated      

Subpermittees must show proof of having held an archery deer license and/or a 

certificate of satisfactory completion of a bowhunter education course from Vermont 

or another state or province of Canada which is approved by the Commissioner. 

Archery season permit recipients and designated Subpermittees must hold a valid 

Vermont big game hunting license. 

  

9.4 Moose hunting permits are valid only within the WMU or WMUs designated on the 

permit, for the specified season, and for the type (either sex, antlered, or antlerless) 

specified on the permit. 

 

10.0  Deferments     

 

 10.1  The Commissioner may grant a one time, one-year deferment to successful  

applicants for reasons of personal or family illness, temporary disability, or military 

deployment.  

 

10.2 Requests for deferment shall be made on the Department-issued form to the 

Commissioner and received no later than three days prior to the start of the moose 

season for which a permit has been issued. Requests shall contain information 

required by the Commissioner to substantiate the request.  

 

10.3 Deferred permits shall be issued for the same WMU and permit type (either sex, 

antlered, antlerless, archery or regular) as the originally issued permit.  

 

11.0  Subpermittees 

 

11.1 A person holding a valid moose hunting permit may designate one (1) Subpermittee 

who shall be permitted to hunt moose pursuant to the permit.   

 

11.2  The Subpermittee must always be accompanied by the permit holder.  For these 

purposes, "accompanied,” means being able to communicate without the aid of 

artificial devices except medically-prescribed eyeglasses or hearing aids. 

 

11.3   Once the applicant has provided the name of their selected Subpermittee to the 

Department, no change to this selection will be allowed except for personal or family 

illness, temporary physical disability, or military deployment. 

 

11.4  Any request for a change of Subpermittee must be made in writing to the 

Commissioner and received no later than three (3) days prior to the start of the moose 

season for which a permit has been issued. 
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11.5  Subpermittee Ineligibility  

 

a) No person who has held a Vermont moose hunting permit in any of the 

previous five (5) years may be designated as a Subpermittee in the current 

calendar year.   

 

b) No person who holds a valid moose hunting permit in one year may be    

designated as a Subpermittee in the same year. 

 

c) No person may be named as a Subpermittee on more than one permit during 

the same year. 

   

12.0  Guides and Guide Permits 

 

12.1  The Guide shall be allowed to direct, aid, assist and instruct the Permittee and 

Subpermittee during the hunt. 

 

12.2  A Guide may carry a handgun for use consistent with 10 V.S.A. §4252 (b) but shall 

not carry any other firearm, muzzleloader, or archery equipment.    

  

12.3   Each Permittee shall be issued a Guide Permit by the Department. The Guide Permit 

must be carried by the guide at all times while accompanying the Permittee while 

hunting moose. 

   

12.4 A person serving as a Guide must hold a current valid Vermont big game hunting 

license. 

 

12.5 A Guide Permit may be carried by different persons at any time during the moose 

hunt, but only one person at a time may serve as a Guide for each moose hunting 

party.   

 

12.6 A person may simultaneously serve as a Guide for more than one moose Permittee but 

must be carrying the proper Guide Permit for each guided party. 

 

13.0  Control Measures 

 

13.1 In addition to all relevant laws and regulations pertaining to the hunting and taking of 

big game in Vermont, the following additional restrictions apply:  

 

a) No persons other than the Permittee, Subpermittee and Guide shall participate 

in a hunt to take moose.   

b)  Portable radio transceivers, cell phones, or other communication device shall 

not be used for the hunting or taking of moose.  Such devices may be used, 

however, after the moose is legally tagged. 

c) No electronic devices such as radio telemetry equipment shall be used to 

 take moose. 

d)  No electronic devices may be used to attract moose.   
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e)  No person shall shoot or attempt to shoot a moose when the moose is within 

100 yards of any town, state, or federal highway as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 

4705(f). 

f) Pursuant to 10 V.S.A. App. § 12, notwithstanding 10 V.S.A. App. § 12, 

Section 1(g), a person may employ the licensed handler of an authorized 

leashed tracking dog to track a moose wounded while lawfully hunting under 

this rule.   

g) Unless it is uncocked, a person shall not possess or transport a crossbow in or 

on a motor vehicle, motorboat, airplane, snowmobile, or other motor-

propelled vehicle except as permitted in accordance with 10 V.S.A. §4705. 

13.2 Regular Season: Moose may be taken only with the following implements and 

restrictions: 

a) Centerfire rifles or handguns not less than .25 caliber. 

b) A muzzleloading firearm of not less than .45 caliber, with a minimum barrel 

length of 20 inches and designed to be fired from the shoulder, or a 

muzzleloading handgun of not less than .45 caliber and with a minimum barrel 

length of 10 inches.  

c) Bows of not less than 50 pound draw weight, based on the archer’s normal 

draw length for traditional bows, and using arrowheads with a minimum of 

7/8 of an inch in width with two or more cutting edges. A person taking moose 

may use a crossbow as a means of take during any season that permits the use 

of a bow and arrow only when holding a valid permit issued pursuant to 10 

V.S.A. § 4711 or when the person is 50 years or older; and the crossbow is 

used in accordance with this subsection. 

d) Shotguns not less than 20 gauge and utilizing slugs only. 

13.3 Archery Season: Moose may be taken only with the following implements and 

restrictions: 

a) Bows of not less than 50 pound draw weight, based on the archer’s normal 

draw length for traditional bows, and using arrowheads with a minimum of 

7/8 of an inch in width with two or more cutting edges. 

b) A person taking moose may use and possess a crossbow only when holding a 

valid permit issued pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4711 or when the person is 50 

years or older. Crossbow bolts shall have arrowheads with a minimum of 7/8 

of an inch in width with two or more cutting edges. 

c) No person taking moose may possess a firearm or muzzleloader while hunting 

moose during the archery season, except for a handgun in accordance with 10 

V.S.A. § 4252 (b). No person taking moose may do so by means of firearms or 

muzzleloader in the archery season. 
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14.0  Tagging and Reporting 

 

14.1 The transporting of moose shall be in accordance with current regulations and statutes 

pertaining to big game.  

 

14.2 Once a moose is legally tagged, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Appendix § 2a, there is no 

limit to the number of persons that can assist with the field dressing and removal of 

the moose from the kill site. 

14.3 Moose taken under this rule must be reported, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Appendix § 2, by 

exhibiting the eviscerated carcass, or parts thereof, to a Department official at a 

Department-authorized moose check station during its scheduled days and hours of 

operation within 48 hours of tagging.  

14.4 The moose head, hide, lower legs, and boned-out ribcage and/or bones need not be 

reported; however, both complete central incisors must be presented.  

14.5 The permittee shall bring the following to the biological check station: 

(a)   The lower jaw, including incisors, one of which shall be taken for aging purposes; 

(b The intact antler rack on an antlered moose; 

(c)  The portion of the skull on a male antlerless moose where antlers would be attached; 

(d)  The female reproductive tract including both of the ovaries 

(e The udder; and 

(f)   All edible portions of the moose not including organs. 

14.6 No moose shall be transported out of the state without first being reported as required 

herein. 

14.7 The Permittee and/or Subpermittee must identify the exact kill site on a Department 

map, and if requested, shall be required to take Department personnel to the kill site 

and/or the site of carcass evisceration for purposes such as, but not limited to, 

verification of the cause of death and site of kill, or to obtain ovaries or other 

biological samples left behind. 

15.0 Permit Allocation 

 

15.1 The number of either-sex and/or antlerless permits or bull only permits to hunt and take 

moose during both the regular and archery seasons will be set by the Board. 

 

  

16.0 Special Priority for Eligible Vermont Veterans  

 

16.1 Pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4254, eligible Vermont veterans will receive special priority 

in the regular moose season lottery drawing.  

 

16.2 A total of five (5) regular season permits will be allocated for this special priority 

drawing.  These five permits will be included in the total permits authorized by 

separate Board Rule. 
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16.3 Vermont residents who qualify for the special priority drawing must submit a 

complete application approved by the Department.  A person applying for the special 

priority drawing permits must have marked the appropriate box on the application 

indicating that they comply with the provisions of this section. 

 

16.4 Vermont residents who qualify for the special priority drawing and who are not drawn 

for a moose permit in that special priority drawing shall be entered into the 

subsequent regular drawing. 

 

16.5 Vermont residents who qualify for the special priority drawing and who do not 

receive a moose permit shall be awarded preference points for the subsequent special 

priority drawing. 

 

17.0 Moose Permit Auction 

 

17.1 Pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4254 (i), five moose permits shall be set aside to be issued by 

auction.  These permits are in addition to the permits authorized by separate Board 

rule. 

 

17.2 Complete bids must be received by the Department’s central office prior to the 

deadline established by the Department. 

17.3     Permits will be awarded to individuals that submit the five (5) highest bids.  

Individuals submitting the next five (5) highest bids will be eligible, in order of 

declining bid value, to receive a permit if higher-ranked bidders do not submit 

payment within 15 calendar days following notification. 

17.4 An individual may submit more than one bid; however he/she may only receive one 

moose permit.  If an individual submits multiple bids, only the highest value bid will 

be included in the auction as an official bid. 

17.5 Once notified of winning a moose permit, successful bidders have 15 calendar days to 

submit their bid payment, and to indicate: the season they will hunt in; the Wildlife 

Management Unit they will hunt in; and their Subpermittee, if any. 

17.6 If an individual receives a moose permit from the regular moose lottery or archery 

moose lottery, and is also a successful auction bidder, the person may choose either 

permit. Should a person choose the regular moose lottery permit or the archery moose 

lottery permit, the bid amount will be refunded and the next highest unsuccessful 

bidder will be offered the auction permit.  

17.7     Individuals who have held a valid moose permit acquired by the regular or archery 

moose lottery or auction are ineligible from participating in the moose permit auction 

for five years.  
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   SUMMARY OF PERMIT ALLOCATIONS FOR 2016 

 

1)    The Fish and Wildlife Board authorizes 90 hunting permits to 

take only antlered moose during for the 2016 regular season for 11 WMUs as shown 

below: 

 
WMU D1 D2 E2 G H   I  J1 J2 L M & O P&Q 

Antlered-only 

Permits 
10 15 15 5 5 10 5 5 5 10 5 

 

 

2) The Fish and Wildlife Board authorizes 45 hunting permits to take moose of any sex and 

age during the regular season for 2 WMUs as shown below: 

 
WMU B&C E1 

Either-Sex Permits 20 25 

 

 

3) The Fish and Wildlife Board authorizes 25 hunting permits to take only antlered moose 

for the 2015 archery season as shown below: 

   

WMU B&C D1 D2 E1 E2 G, H, I, J1, J2, L, M, O, P, or Q 

Antlered-only 

Permits 
3 1 3 5 4 9 
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GENERAL HUNTING LAWS 

 

Below is a listing of some of the general hunting laws you should be familiar with while moose hunting. 

Please refer to the Vermont Digest of Fish and Wildlife Laws for a more complete listing. 

 
TAKE AND TAKING 

Means pursuing, shooting, hunting, killing, capturing and all lesser acts, such as, disturbing, harrying, 

worrying or wounding, and shall include every attempt to take and every act of assistance to every other 

person in taking or attempting to take. 

 
INTERFERING WITH HUNTERS 

A person shall not intentionally interfere with the lawful taking of wild animals by another, or disrupt the 

taking of any wild animal by harassing or disturbing game. 

 
BIG GAME REPORTING 

No big game carcass shall be transported out of state without first being reported as required. 

 
TRANSPORTATION OF A GAME ANIMAL TAKEN BY ANOTHER 

A person cannot transport another person’s game animal unless the person who took the animal is with 

him or her. 

 
PRIVATE ROADS AND LANDS 

Law requires that a person obtain permission from the landowner prior to camping and if the road is 

marked “Private” do not drive over it.  The owner of lands a person is hunting on has the legal right to 

ask the hunter to show a hunting license. 

 
MOTOR VEHICLES 

A person shall not take or attempt to take any wild animal by shooting with firearm and bow and  

arrow from any motor driven vehicle. 

 
LIGHTS 

A person shall not intentionally throw or cast the rays of a spotlight, jack, or other artificial 

light on any highway, or any field, woodland, or forest, in order to spot, locate, take, or 

attempt to take or locate any wild animal. 
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MOOSE HUNTING UNITS 

 

Vermont uses wildlife management units (WMUs) when managing the deer and moose herds to achieve 

regional population goals.  These goals for specific WMUs are set after consideration of local climate 

and habitat conditions, mortality and reproductive rates, and public desires.  Permit numbers are 

allocated on an annual basis for each WMU open to hunting in order to achieve the desired harvest.   

 
 

 

The legal boundary delineations and land-use descriptions of the WMUs open to moose hunting are as 

follows: 

 

WMU B Beginning at the junction of the United States/Canadian Border and the Grand 

  Isle/ Franklin Counties Border proceed east along the Canadian Border to its intersection 

  with State Route 139 in Richford. Then proceed southerly along that road to State Route 

105.  Continue southerly along Route 105 to State Route 108 in Enosburg Falls and then 

southerly along Route 108 to its intersection with the Upper Pleasant Valley Road 

(Cambridge #5) in Jeffersonville. Continue southerly along the Upper Pleasant Valley 

Road to the Pleasant Valley Road and then southerly along the Pleasant Valley Road 

(Cambridge #1, Underhill #1) which becomes River Road (Jericho T.H. #5) and along 

that road to State Route 15. Then south along Route 15 to the Brown’s Trace Road 

(Jericho #1, #3, and #4) and along that road which becomes the Jericho Road (Richmond 

#4). Continue along the Jericho Road to Bridge Street in Richmond and along Bridge 

Street to the Winooski River. Then westerly along the Winooski River to its mouth at 

Lake Champlain and then in a northwesterly direction to the Grand Isle/Chittenden 

County Border. Then north along that border to the point of beginning. 

 

   Most of the western half of WMU B is a relatively highly developed region and/or largely 

agricultural.  Consequently, moose are very scarce except for pockets of habitat in the 

towns of Colchester, Milton, and  Georgia.  Better moose habitat is found in the Green 

Mountain foothills located in the eastern half of this unit.  There is very little public land 

in this area, with the exception of a few small wildlife management areas in  Fairfield  

and Fletcher. 

 

WMU C Beginning at the junction of the United States/Canadian Border and State Route 139 in 

Richford proceed east along the Canadian Border to State Route 243 in North Troy. Then 

proceed southerly along that road to State Route 105. Then southerly along Route 105 to 

State Route 101 and southerly along Route 101 to State Route 100 in Troy. Continue 

south along Route 100 to State Route 15 in Hyde Park then west along Route 15 to State 

Route 108 in Jeffersonville. Then north along Route 108 to State Route105 in Enosburg 

Falls and north along Route 105 to State Route 139 and north along Route 139 to the 

point of beginning. 

 

 

 

NOTE:     Maps showing the general location of large public and private landowners in each 

WMU can be viewed at: 

http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/find_a_place_to_hunt/wildlife_management_units 

This information may be helpful in selecting areas you wish to hunt in.  Please also remember 

to obtain permission to hunt private lands and give consideration on how to get a moose out 

before you begin hunting. 
 

http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/find_a_place_to_hunt/wildlife_management_units
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  The northern spine of the Green Mountains runs through the center of the unit and is 

flanked on either side by agricultural lands.  The primary forest type of the unit can be 

characterized as mostly northern hardwoods with spruce-fir along the river valleys and 

highest mountain tops.  Several large public and private landholdings can be accessed by 

a network of rural roads and private logging roads.  The Atlas Timberlands Partnership 

owns approximately 17,000 acres in this unit which are open for traditional public uses 

including hunting. 

 

WMU D Beginning at the United States/Canadian Border and State Route 243 in North Troy 

proceed east along the Canadian Border to Line Farm Road (Holland T.H. #13) in 

Holland. Then south along that road to Holland Pond Road (Holland T.H. #4 & #19). 

Then west, turning south on Holland Pond Road to Valley Road (Holland T.H. #1, 

Morgan T.H. #1). Continue south along Valley Road to State Route 111 in Morgan. Then 

east on Route 111 to State Route 114. Then proceed south along Route 114 to State 

Routes 114/105, and continue south on Route 114 to Mountain Road (Burke #7) in East 

Burke. Then east on Mountain Road to Kirby Road (Burke T.H. #8, Lyndon T.H. #7) 

then south on Kirby Road which becomes Ridge Road (Kirby T.H. #1), continue south 

on Ridge Road to Kirby Mountain Road (Kirby T.H. #29) and south on that road to 

Ranney Hill Road (Kirby T.H. #29) and east on that road to Wood Lane (Kirby T.H. #29) 

and then south on Wood Lane which becomes Brook Road (Concord T.H. #66) to U.S. 

Route 2 Concord. Then west along U.S. Route 2 to State Route 15 in West Danville and 

west along Route 15 to State Route 100 in Hyde Park. Then north along Route 100 to 

State Route 101 in Troy and north along it Route 101 to State Route 105. Continue north 

along Route 105 to State Route 243, then north along Route 243 to the point of 

beginning. Wildlife Management Unit D is subdivided into subunits D1 and D2. 

 

Subunit D1     is that part of Unit “D” lying West of a line commencing at the junction of State Routes 

15 and 16 in Hardwick and proceeding northerly along State Route 16 to State Route 5A 

in Westmore, then northerly on Route 5A to Hudson Road (Charleston T.H. #1) in 

Charleston. Then southeast on Hudson Road to State Route 105.  Continue southeast on 

Route 105 ending at its junction with State Route 114 in Brighton.  

  

 The central portion of the unit is composed of extensive agricultural lands interspersed 

with small woodlots.  The western portion is bordered by the Green Mountains where 

large forest blocks can be found along the Lowell Mountain Range. Forested areas can be 

accessed by a network of rural roads.   

 

Subunit D2     is that part of Unit “D” lying East of a line commencing at the junction of State Routes 

15 and 16 in Hardwick and proceeding northerly along State Route 16 to State Route 5A 

in Westmore, then northerly on Route 5A to Hudson Road (Charleston T.H. #1) in 

Charleston. Then southeast on Hudson Road to State Route 105.  Continue southeast on 

Route 105 ending at its junction with State Route 114 in Brighton. 

   

Land types and uses vary widely across unit D2.  The perimeter of the unit contains 

smaller forested blocks interspersed with agricultural lands.  The central spine contains 

large, undeveloped forested  blocks including two large public parcels – the Willoughby 

State Forest in Sutton and Westmore, and the Steam Mill Brook WMA in Walden, 

Stannard, and Wheelock. 
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WMU E Beginning at the United States/Canadian Border and Line Farm Road (Holland T.H. #13) 

in Holland proceed east along the Canadian Border to the Vermont/New Hampshire 

Border at Canaan. Then south along the New Hampshire Border to U.S. Route 2 in 

Guildhall. Then west along U.S. Route 2 to Brook Road (Concord #66) in Concord. Then 

north on Brook Road which becomes Wood Lane (Kirby T.H. #29), then west on Ranney 

Hill Road (Kirby T.H. #29) to Kirby Mountain Road (Kirby T.H. #29) then north on that 

road to Ridge Road (Kirby T.H. #1). Continue north on Ridge Road which becomes 

Kirby Road (Burke T.H. #8, Lyndon T.H. #7) and north on that road to Mountain Road 

(Burke T.H. #7) and west on Mountain Road to State Route 114 in East Burke. Then 

north along Route 114 to State Routes 114/105, continue north on Route 114 to State 

Route 111 in Morgan. Then west along Route 111 to Valley Road (Morgan T.H. #1, 

Holland T.H. #1) and north on Valley Road to Holland Pond Road (Holland T.H. #4 & 

#19). Continue north, then east on Holland Pond Road to Line Farm Road (Holland T.H. 

#13) then north on that road to the point of beginning. Wildlife Management Unit E is 

subdivided into subunits E1 and E2. 

 

Subunit E1     is all of the Unit E as described previously north of State Route 105. 

 

Subunit E2     is all of the Unit E as described previously south of State Route 105. 

   

  Unit E is composed of several large parcels of public land and extensive undeveloped  

commercial forestlands, largely owned by the Plum Creek Corporation. Many private 

logging roads maintained by Essex Timber and other industrial forest landowners are 

kept open for hunter access. Public lands include the 26,000-acre Nulhegan Division of 

the Silvio Conte National Wildlife Refuge and thousands of acres owned and managed 

by the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and  Recreation and/or the Vermont Fish 

and Wildlife Department.  All of these public lands are open to hunting.  Hunting is also 

guaranteed through publicly held easements on the 85,000 acres of Plum Creek Lands 

and over 20,000 acres of the 1996 Forest Legacy Easement Lands.  

   

WMU G Beginning at the junction of State Route 108 and the Upper Pleasant Valley Road (#5) in 

Jeffersonville proceed north on Route 108 to State Route 15. Then east on Route 15 to 

State Route 100 in Morrisville and then south on that road to State Route 17 in 

Waitsfield. Continue westerly along Route 17 to State Route 116 in Bristol then north 

along that road to Hollow Road (Hinesburg #5). Proceed easterly along Hollow Road 

which becomes Hinesburg Hollow Road (Starksboro T.H. #2, Huntington T.H. #2) to 

Main Road (Huntington T.H. #1) then north on Main Road which becomes Huntington 

Road (Richmond #1) and along that road to Bridge Street in Richmond. Continue along 

Bridge Street to the Jericho Road (Richmond #4) and north along Jericho Road which 

becomes Brown’s Trace Road (Jericho #1, #3, #4) to State Route 15 and along Route 15 

to River Road (Jericho T.H. #5) which turns into the Pleasant Valley Road (Underhill #1, 

Cambridge #1). Continue on that road to the Upper Pleasant Valley Road (Cambridge 

T.H. #5) and northerly along it to the point of beginning. 

 

  This unit is largely forested land with some agricultural land mixed in.  The area   

  is mountainous with the state’s highest mountain (Mt. Mansfield).  There are large  

  blocks of public land located along the high mountain ridge including the 38,612-  

  acre Mt. Mansfield State Forest, the 20,847-acre Camel’s Hump State Park, and   

  the smaller 1,450-acre Huntington Gap WMA, 1,000-acre Fred Johnson WMA,   

  2,000-acre Lewis Creek WMA, and 890-acre Robbins Mountain WMA.  Moose   

  hunters are encouraged to use public land.    
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WMU H Beginning at the intersection of State Routes 15 and 100 in Morristown, proceed east 

along Route 15 to U.S. Route 2 in West Danville. Then east along U.S. Route 2 Peacham 

Road (Danville T.H. #3) in Danville, then south on the Peacham Road which becomes 

the Peacham Danville Road, then becomes the Bayley-Hazen Road (Peacham T.H. #1) to 

Peacham where it becomes South Main Street (Peacham T.H. #1). Continue south along 

that road which then becomes the Peacham Groton Road (Peacham T.H. #3) changing to 

Peacham Road (Barnet T.H. #4, Ryegate T.H. #4) to Groton where it becomes Minard 

Hill Road (Groton T.H. #2). Continue south on that road to U.S. Route 302. Proceed west 

on U.S. Route 302 to U.S. Route 2 in Montpelier and then westerly along U.S. Route 2 to 

State Route 100 in Waterbury. Then north along Route 100 to the point of beginning.  

 

  The northwestern and southeastern portions of WMU H are heavily forested mountainous 

areas encompassing the C.C. Putnam State Forest and the Groton State Forest.  Larger 

blocks of forested lands can also be found along the Woodbury Mountains in the north-

central part of the unit.    

 

WMU I Beginning at the intersection of State Routes 116 and 17 in Bristol, proceed east along 

Route 17 to State Route 100 in Waitsfield. Then south along Route 100 to U.S. Route 4 

in Killington, and then west on U.S. Route 4 to U.S. Route 7 in Rutland. Then north 

along U.S. Route 7 to State Route 73 in Brandon. Then easterly along Route 73 to State 

Route 53 in Forest Dale and north along Route 53 to the Upper Plains Road (Salisbury 

#5, Middlebury #11). Proceed north along the Upper Plains Road to State Route 125 in 

East Middlebury and west along Route 125 to State Route 116, then north along Route 

116 to the point of beginning. 

 

  This unit is largely forested and mountainous.  There are large areas of public land in  

  the Green Mountain National Forest throughout this unit (see page 25).  Moose   

  hunters are encouraged to use public land and vehicle access is limited.  Expect to  

  hike and give consideration on how to get a moose out before you hunt.  Check the  

  section of this guide that details U.S. Forest Service  regulations to help plan your   

  hunt. 

 

WMU J Beginning at the intersection of State Route 100 and U.S. Route 2 in North Moretown 

proceed east on U.S. Route 2 to U.S. Route 302 in Montpelier and along U.S. Route 302 

to Minard Hill Road (Groton T.H. #2) in Groton. Then northerly on Minard Hill Road 

which then becomes Peacham Road (Barnet T.H. #4, Ryegate T.H. #4). Continue north 

along that road which then becomes the Peacham Groton Road (Peacham T.H. #3) to 

South Peacham where it becomes South Main Street (Peacham T.H. #1). Continue north 

on that road which becomes the Bayley-Hazen Road then becomes the Peacham Danville 

Road (Peacham T.H. #1) to Danville where it becomes the Peacham Road (Danville T.H. 

#3). Continue north on that road to U.S. Route 2. Proceed east along U.S Route 2 to the 

Vermont /New Hampshire Border in Guildhall. Then south along the New Hampshire 

border to U.S. Route 4 in White River Junction and then west on U.S. Route 4 to State 

  Route 14 and west along Route 14 to State Route 107 in North Royalton. Continue west 

on Route 107 to State Route 100 in Stockbridge and north along Route 100 to the point 

of beginning. Wildlife Management Unit “J” is subdivided into subunits J1 and J2. 

 

Subunit J1  is that part of Unit “J” lying West of a line commencing at the junction of State Routes 

14 and 110 in South Royalton, then proceeding northerly along Route 110 ending at its 

junction with U.S. Route 302 in East Barre. 
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Subunit J1 is largely forested and is characterized by rugged, mountainous terrain with 

limited vehicle access. Expect to hike.  This unit has very limited public land, with the 

5,000-acre Roxbury State Forest being the largest such area.   

 

Subunit J2 is that part of Unit “J” lying East of a line commencing at the junction of State Routes 14 

and 110 in South Royalton, then proceeding northerly along Route 110 ending at its 

junction with U.S. Route 302 in East Barre. 

 

  Subunit J2 is largely forested but has very limited public land.  The largest block of  

  public land is the 2,271-acre Pine Mountain WMA located in the towns of Groton,  

  Topsham, Ryegate and Newbury.  Moose may be found throughout the unit in   

  relatively low densities.  The best sources for locating areas to hunt on private lands  

  would be to contact the local state game warden and the state county forester for   

  information on areas where moose have been observed recently.   

 

WMU L Beginning at the intersection of U.S. Routes 4 and 7 in Rutland, proceed east along U.S. 

Route 4 to State Route 100 in Bridgewater. Then south along Route 100 to State Route 

30 in Rawsonville and then west along Route 30 to the junction of State Route 11 in 

Winhall. Continue west on Routes 11/30 to U.S. Route 7 in Manchester and north along 

U.S. Route 7 to the point of beginning. 

 

This unit is primarily forested with very little agricultural land.  Much of it is extremely 

rugged as the unit contains several Green Mountain Range peaks including Killington, 

Mendon, Okemo and Mount Tabor.  The unit is largely public lands including portions of 

the Green Mountain National Forest (see page 24) in addition to 18,610 acres of 

Coolidge State Forest and 7,600 acres of Okemo State Forest that are open for hunting.  

The Fish and Wildlife Department also manages 1,753-acre Plymsbury WMA and the 

739-acre Tiny Pond WMA in the north half of the unit for wildlife.   Pre-season scouting 

is highly recommended as the moose population is widely distributed throughout the unit 

in fairly low numbers. 

 

WMU M Beginning at the intersection of State Routes 100 and 107 in Stockbridge proceed east on 

Route 107 to State Route 12. Then south on Route 12 to U.S. Route 4 in Woodstock.  

Then west on U.S Route 4 to State Route 106 and continue south on Route 106 to State 

Route 131 in Weathersfield, proceed west on Route 131 to State Route 103 in 

Proctorsville. Then south on Route 103 to State Route 11 to State Route 35 in Chester. 

Continue south on Route 35 to State Route 35/121 in Grafton. Then south on Route 35 to 

State Route 30 in Townshend. Then northwesterly on Route 30 to State Routes 30 and 

100. Then north on Vermont Routes 30/100 to Rawsonville, continuing north on Route 

100 to the point of beginning. 

   

  The best moose habitat is found on the Eastern Unit of Coolidge State Park (5,267 acres), 

Arthur Davis WMA (7,788 acres), and Knapp Brook WMA (1,030 acres) all located near 

the center of WMU M.  In the northern quarter moose can also be found on the 7,988 

acre Les Newell WMA.  The topography is not as mountainous as many of the other units 

in southern Vermont but moose are most often found in the more remote areas at higher 

elevations.  As the largest concentrations of moose are found in areas of recent timber 

harvesting, state and local foresters will be a good source of information for locating 

active areas.  Hunters are also advised to plan carefully on how they will get their moose 

out of the woods as off-road vehicles are not allowed on state lands.   
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WMU O Beginning at the intersection of State Routes 107 and 14 in North Royalton proceed 

easterly along Route 14 to U.S. Route 4 in White River Jct. Then east along U.S. Route 4 

to the Vermont/New Hampshire Border. Then south along the New Hampshire Border to 

the Vermont/Massachusetts Border. Then west along the Massachusetts Border to Stark 

Mountain Road in Halifax (Halifax T.H. 39). Then north on Stark Mountain Road to 

Amidon Road (Halifax T.H. 32).  Continue north on Amidon Road to Jacksonville Stage 

Road (Halifax T.H. 2) in Grove.  Then northeast along Jacksonville Stage Road which 

becomes Stage Road (Guilford T.H. 1) to Guilford Center.  Continue northeast on 

Guilford Center Road (Guilford T.H. 1) to U.S. Route 5 in Guilford.  Then north on U.S 

Route 5 to Interstate 91 at Exit 1. Then northerly along Interstate 91 to State Route 30 in 

Brattleboro and along Route 30 to State Route 35 in Townshend. Then north on Route 35 

to State Route 35/121 in Grafton. Then north on Route 35 to State Route 11 to State 

Route 103 in Chester. Continue north on Route 103 to State Route 131 in Proctorsville. 

Then easterly on Route 131 to State Route 106 in Weathersfield. Then northerly on 

Route 106 to U.S. Route 4 in Woodstock. Then east on U.S. Route 4 to State Route 12 

and north on Route 12 to State Route 107 near Stockbridge. Then easterly on Route 107 

to the point of beginning. 

  

Land types and uses vary widely across this unit as reflected in the patchy distribution of 

moose found here. Much of the quality moose habitat area is privately owned and hunters 

will need to seek landowner permission for access as part of their pre-season 

preparations. Private foresters working in this region will be the best sources of 

information for finding concentrations of moose. 

 

WMU P Beginning at the intersection of U.S. Route 7 and State Routes 11 and 30 in Manchester 

proceed east on Routes 11/30 to their junction in Winhall. Continue southeast on Route 

30 to State Routes 30 and 100 in Rawsonville and then south on Routes 30/100 to East 

Jamaica. Continue south on Route 100 to State Route 112 in Jacksonville. Then along 

Route 112 to State Route 8A and south along Route 8A to the Vermont/Massachusetts 

Border. Then west along the Massachusetts Border to U.S. Route 7 in Pownal and then 

north on U.S. Route 7 to Barber Pond Road (Pownal #3) then northeast along that road 

which becomes South Stream Road (Bennington T.H. #3) to Beech Street in Bennington 

and then on South Branch Street to State Route 9. Then west on Route 9 to U.S. Route 7 

and then north on U.S. Route 7 to the point of beginning. 

 

  This unit is characterized as mostly rugged, forested mountainous terrain.  Much of the 

unit lies within the Green Mountain Forest (see page 25) where access is gained through 

a variety of public recreation and logging roads.  Largest numbers of moose are found 

near high elevation wetlands, especially those wetlands near areas of recent logging  

  activity.  In the southern portion of the unit moose can also be found on 401-acre 

Woodford State Forest and 4,692 Stamford Meadows WMA located in towns of Pownal 

and Stamford.  High levels of logging activity within the Stamford WMA in recent years 

has created optimal habitat for moose. 

 

WMU Q Beginning at the intersection of State Routes 100 and 30 in East Jamaica proceed 

southeast on Route 30 to Interstate 91, then proceed south along Interstate 91 to U.S. 

Route 5 at Exit 1.  Then south on U.S Route 5 to Guilford Center Road (Guilford T.H. 1). 

Then southwest on Guilford Center Road to Guilford Center. Continue southwest along 

Stage Road (Guilford T.H. 1) which becomes Jacksonville Stage Road (Halifax T.H. 2)  
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  to Grove. Then south on Amidon Road (Halifax T.H. 32) to Stark Mountain Road 

(Halifax T.H.39) and south on that road to the Vermont/Massachusetts Border and then 

west along the Massachusetts Border to State Route 8A. Then northerly along Route 8A 

to State Route 112 in Jacksonville and then north along Route 112 to State Route 100. 

Proceed north along Route 100 to the point of beginning.  

 

  Much of the quality moose habitat in this unit is privately owned and hunters will need to 

seek landowner permission for access as part of their pre-season preparations.  Private 

consulting foresters working in this region may be one of the best sources of information 

for finding good hunting areas.  The largest public landholding is a 2,282-acre portion of 

the Green Mountain National Forest in Dover.  The Roaring Brook WMA in Vernon is 

1,400 acres, and the Townshend State Park in Townshend is 7,100 acres.  
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AREA LODGING AND SERVICES 

 

Information on lodging and other services can be obtained from the following sources: 

 

For WMUs E1, E2, D1, D2 & J2:      

 

The Northeast Kingdom Travel and Tourism Association   

Toll Free:  1-888-884-8001      

Local:    1-802-626-8511       

Website: http://www.travelthekingdom.com/ 

 

For WMUs C, D1, G & H:      

 

Lamoille Valley Chamber of Commerce     

Toll Free: 1-800-849-9985      

Local:  1-802-888-7607 

Website: http://www.lamoillevalleychamber.com/ 

 

For WMU G, H1, I and J1:       

 

Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce     

Telephone: 1-802-229-5711 

Website: http://www.central-vt.com/ 

 

For WMU G and I:  

 

Addison County Chamber of Commerce 

Telephone: 1-802-388-7951 

Website: www.midvermont.com 

   

For WMU P and Q: 

 

Manchester Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Toll Free: 1-800-362-4144 

Local:  1-802-362-2100 

Website: http://www.manchestervermont.net/ 

 

Bennington Chamber of Commerce 

Toll Free: 1-800-229-0252 

Website: http://www.bennington.com/chamber/ 

 

Wilmington/Mount Snow Valley 

Toll Free: 1-877-887-6884 

Local:  1-802-464-8092 

Website: http://www.visitvermont.com/ 

 

http://www.travelthekingdom.com/
http://www.lamoillevalleychamber.com/
http://www.central-vt.com/
http://www.midvermont.com/
http://www.manchestervermont.net/
http://www.bennington.com/chamber/
http://www.visitvermont.com/
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For WMU J2 

 

Upper Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Local:  1-802-295-6200 

Website: http://www.uppervalleychamber.com/ 

 

For WMU M  

 

Woodstock Chamber of Commerce 

Website: http://www.woodstockvt.com/ 

 

For WMU L and O 

 

Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce 

Local:  1-802-773-2747 

Website: http://www.rutlandvermont.com/ 

 

Londonderry Chamber of Commerce 

Local:  1-802-824-8178 

 

For WMU B    

 

St. Albans Chamber of Commerce 

Local:  1-802-524-2444 

Website: http://www.stalbanschamber.com/default.asp?Key=1 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uppervalleychamber.com/
http://www.woodstockvt.com/
http://www.rutlandvermont.com/
http://www.stalbanschamber.com/default.asp?Key=1
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HUNTING ON THE GREEN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST 

 
Large portions of WMUs I, L, P and Q are comprised of the Green Mountain National Forest 

(GMNF) and are managed by the U.S. Forest Service.  Listed below are some of the more common 

regulations pertaining to use and administration of the GMNF.  They are only a partial listing of the 

numerous federal laws, rules, and regulations that apply to the National Forest System.  If you have 

any questions within WMU I, please call the Rochester Ranger District office at 802-767-4261.  For 

questions pertaining to within WMU L, P, or Q, please call the Manchester Ranger District office at 

802-362-2307. 

The following activities are prohibited: 

 

1. Off road motor travel. 

2.    Unattended campfires. 

3.   Cutting standing timber or other vegetation alive or dead without a permit. 

4.   Removing firewood for use off the forest without a permit. 

5.   Violating any Federal or State wildlife law or regulation. 

6.   Removing or damaging government property. 

7.   Constructing any trail or structure without a permit. 

8.   Discharging a firearm or other implement capable of taking human life, causing injury, or 

 damaging property as follows: 

 

1.  In or within 150 yards of a residence, building, campsite, developed campsite, or 

 occupied area, or 

2.   Across or on a Forest System road or a body of water adjacent thereto, or in any 

 manner or place whereby any person or property is exposed to injury or damage as a 

 result of such discharge. 

 

 9.   Abandoning any personal property. 

10.  Possessing or leaving refuse in an exposed or unsanitary condition. 

11.  Dumping. 

12.  Blocking, restricting, or otherwise interfering with the use of a road, trail, or gate. 

13.  Removal of, or driving around, boulder barriers or gates. 

14.  Causing resource (ground surface) damage on any road or trail. 

 

In addition, motor vehicles being operated on Forest System Roads must be in compliance with all State 

motor vehicle laws. 

 

The Green Mountain National Forest recognizes big game hunting is an important part of 

Vermont’s cultural heritage. Traditional methods of extracting large deer and bear from 

remote locations included the use of horses. With the advent of moose hunting in 1993, 

this tradition continues. The following information can be applied to the extraction of big 

game harvested on the GMNF.   
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Horses can travel cross country anywhere, except developed recreation areas and administration sites. 

For safety reasons, it is recommended that horse use be reserved for big game extraction only and not to  

access hunting areas. A permit is required for anyone receiving compensation for guide services or 

charging a fee to extract big game. 

 

 

Guidelines for roads and trails: 
 

1.   Horses are allowed on all roads, gated or not, unless posted closed. 

2.  Horse travel is allowed on any established snowmobile and cross-country ski trail, unless posted 

closed. 

3.  Horse travel on old skid trails is allowed. 

4.  Horse travel is prohibited up and down the Appalachian Trail and Long Trail, but crossing 

 either trail is allowed.  

    

Guidelines pertaining to GMNF Wilderness Areas: 
 

1.   All wilderness areas are open to horses.  

2.   Travel on old skid trails is allowed. 

 

The following activities are prohibited: 

 

1. Legislation prohibits horse use up and down the Appalachian Trail and Long Trail, but does 

 not prohibit crossing either trail.  

2.   Possession or use of any motorized equipment. 

3.   Landing an aircraft, or dropping or picking up of any material, supplies, or person by means 

 of an aircraft,  including a helicopter. 

4.   Storing equipment, personal property, or supplies. 

5.   Possessing or using a wagon, wheeled device, or other vehicle. 
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HUNTING IN THE NULHEGAN BASIN DIVISION  

OF THE SILVIO O. CONTE NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE REFUGE 

 
The Nulhegan Basin Division of the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) is 

located entirely within Subunit E1.  Listed below are paraphrases of some of the more common 

regulations on the Refuge.  For a complete listing of regulations that apply on Refuge lands, see the 

Code of Federal Regulations Title 50 Subchapter C.   

 

Please note the following on Refuge roads and lands: 

 All State motor vehicle laws apply. 

 All State hunting regulations apply. 

 Wherever federal law and state law differ, the more restrictive rule applies. 

  

The following activities are prohibited: 

 

 Shooting across, over, or within 10 feet of the travelled portion of any gravel road.  

 Cutting, mowing, sawing, digging, collecting, damaging, or removing vegetation. 

 The use of nails, wire, screws or bolts to attach a stand to a tree, or hunting from a 

tree into which a metal object has been driven to support a hunter. 

 The use or possession of alcoholic beverages while hunting. 

 All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs). 

 The use of artificial lights (to include spotlights and headlights) to illuminate wildlife 

for the purpose of viewing, locating, or taking. 

 Driving off of the maintained gravel roads (parking roadside in mowed openings and 

landings is permitted – use good judgment not to cause damage). 

 Camping, fires, and overnight parking. 

 Parking in a manner that blocks a road or gate. 

 Soliciting business or conducting a commercial enterprise (profit making venture; 

includes guiding and horse hauling) is prohibited except as may be authorized by 

special use permit. 

 Constructing any trail or structure. 

 Abandoning any personal property, littering (remove flagging on your way out of the 

woods). 

 

Getting a moose out of the woods may be done with a draft horse (most of the haulers operating in 

the area are aware of the required permit to haul moose on the Refuge).  Using ATVs or other 

motorized equipment to haul moose is not permitted.   

   

For more information please contact the Refuge headquarters located at:  

5396 RT 105  

Brunswick, VT 05905  

Phone:  802-962-5240 

 

For updated information on the status of roads and gates visit: 

http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/find_a_place_to_hunt/find_a_wildlife_management_area/kingdo

m_heritage_lands_road_conditions/ 

http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/find_a_place_to_hunt/find_a_wildlife_management_area/kingdom_heritage_lands_road_conditions/
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/find_a_place_to_hunt/find_a_wildlife_management_area/kingdom_heritage_lands_road_conditions/
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HUNTING ON STATE FORESTS AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS 
 

Lands managed by the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation and the Vermont Fish 

and Wildlife Department are open to regulated hunting throughout the year.  The only exceptions to 

this are the State Parks which are closed to hunting during the parks operating season. 

 

Listed below are some of the more common guidelines and policies pertaining to use of State Forests 

and Wildlife Management Areas. This is only a partial listing. If you have any questions, please call 

the ANR district office in your area. 

 

Please note that all State motor vehicle laws apply and all state hunting regulations apply to state 

forest lands and wildlife management areas. 

 

The following activities are prohibited: 

 

1. Use of off-road, all-terrain vehicles. 

2. Permanent tree stands and ground blinds. 

3. Cutting standing timber or vegetation alive or dead without a permit. 

4. Abandoning any personal property. 

5. Restricting or blocking use of any road, trail, or gate. 

6. Causing damage to any road or trail. 

7. Commercial activities, including moose hauling, without a permit. 

 

Primitive camping while hunting is allowed only in designated areas. Primitive camping guidelines 

for State Forests can be viewed at http://www.vtstateparks.com/htm/primitive_guide.htm 

 

 

Primitive camping guidelines for Wildlife Management Areas are as follows: 

 

1.         A primitive camping site must be left in its original condition with no or minimal evidence of 

            human visitation. 

2. Campsites must be at least 200 feet from any lake, pond, river, steam, property line, or road. 

3. Camping is limited to not more than three consecutive nights. 

 

For the complete public use rule for Fish and Wildlife Lands, visit: 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10APPENDIX/001/00015 

 

District Offices 

 
Taconic District                                          Connecticut Valley District               Central Valley District         

271 N. Main Street, Suite 215                     100 Mineral Street, Suite 304               5 Perry Street, Suite 20 

Rutland, VT 05701                                      Springfield, VT 05156-3168                Barre, VT 05641-4265 

F&W: 802-786-0040                                   F&W: 802-885-8855                            F&W: 802-476-0199 

                                FP&R: 802-476-0170 

 

            Champlain Valley District  Northeast Kingdom District 

            111 West Street  1229 Portland Street 

            Essex Jct., VT 05452-4695  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-2009 

            F&W: 802-878-1564  F&W: 802-751-0100 

            FP&R: 802-879-6565  FP&R: 802-751-0110 

http://www.vtstateparks.com/htm/primitive_guide.htm
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10APPENDIX/001/00015
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 REPORTING YOUR MOOSE 

 

 

By law, you must report your moose within 48 hours of taking.  However, we strongly suggest you report 

your moose as quickly as possible in order to protect against meat spoilage.  Official biological moose 

check stations are operated during the regular season only from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the State 

Highway Garages in Barton, Island Pond, Middlesex and Londonderry, and at Barnie’s Market on U.S. 

Route 2 in Concord and Pauline’s Quick Stop in Sheldon Springs.  Weighing scales will be present at all 

6 stations.   

 

The State Highway Garages are located as follows: 

Barton:  on Route 16 just south of I91 exit #25. 

Island Pond: just west of the village on Route 114. 

Middlesex: on US Route 2 one mile west of I89 exit #9. 

Londonderry: on Derry Wood Road, one quarter mile east of the junction of Routes 100 and 11 (see 

map on page 21). 

 

 

NOTE: Department-staffed biological moose check stations are only open from October 15 through 

October 20.  These stations will not be open during the moose archery season.  Moose taken during 

the archery-only season must be reported to a regular Vermont Big Game Reporting Station. 

 

 

 

During the archery season, and on October 21 or 22, moose must be reported to a regular Vermont Big 

Game Reporting Station.   The following big-game reporting stations were set up to weigh moose last 

year, and these and other stations may be able to weigh moose again in 2016:  Barnie’s Market 

(Concord), Barrow’s General Store (Quechee), Bob’s Quick Stop (Irasburg), Bradford Bottle Shop, 

Georgia Market (Georgia), Mountain Deer Taxidermy (Northfield), Northern Wildlife Taxidermy (Island 

Pond), Pauline’s Quick Stop (Sheldon Springs), Village Grocery (Waitsfield), and Wright’s Express 

(Newport). 

   

The moose carcass must be brought to the check station completely dressed (i.e. the heart, liver, lungs, 

diaphragm, stomach, and intestines must be removed).  If you quarter your moose in the field, you may 

also leave the head, hide, lower legs, backbone and boned-out ribs in the field.  You must, however, 

bring in both of the central incisor teeth (see drawing) for aging purposes, and also the antlers of all 

male moose (other than calves) so beam diameters can be measured.  If you leave the head of a cow or 

calf in the field, the skull plate (from male calves) or the udder (from all females) must also be 

brought in, in order to verify sex.  Each part of a quartered carcass must be tagged with the name and 

address of the person who killed the moose. 

 

At the check station, we will obtain a complete dressed carcass weight of your moose (if you bring in the 

whole carcass).   We will also pull a front incisor tooth from all adult moose for aging.  If you plan to 

mount your moose head, please note that pulling a tooth will not damage your mount in any way. 
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If you take a bull, we will measure the antler spread and beam diameter.  If you take a cow, we will 

check the lactation status and collect the ovaries which you are required to bring in with your moose.      

 

Finally, a registration form will be completed when you report your moose.  You will be required to 

mark the exact location of your kill on a USGS topographic map. Your cooperation in providing this 

important information will be greatly appreciated and will help us better manage Vermont's moose 

herd.    

 

 

Removing the 2 central incisors: 

 
 

Skull cap required from male calves: 

 

 
 

 



     
31 

 

 

 

MOOSE HUNTER QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
When you are mailed your validated permit, you will also receive a moose hunter questionnaire that we 

hope you will complete and return after the season ends.  Please complete and return the survey no 

later than November 1.  The information you provide will help us monitor moose population trends, 
plan future hunts and refine future guidebooks.  The questionnaire is generally self-explanatory but the 
following instructions should help you interpret the questions correctly. 
 
Question 3:  Do not include this year’s moose hunt when answering this question. 
 
Question 4 & 5:  Please include moose seen by you (and your subpermittee and guide if applicable) 

during your pre-season scouting trips.  If your subpermittee and/or guide scout 
separately from you, include the total hours spent scouting and moose seen for all 
party members.  However, if you scout together, do not double count hours 
scouted or moose seen. 

 
Question 8:  Check as many boxes as apply. 
 
Question 11:  Round off the total hours hunted to the nearest whole number, however, if  
   you shoot a moose after hunting less than 1 hour, record the time to the 
   nearest quarter hour (for example, ¼, ½,or ¾). 
 
Question 12:  If you or your subpermittee used more than one type of hunting implement, 

record only the type you used to kill your moose.  If you do not harvest a moose, 
record the type of implement you most frequently carried. 

 
Question 13:  Include all moose seen while hunting, including any moose that you harvest. 
 
Question 14:  Only include moose that were close enough and presented a reasonably good 

chance of shooting but that you chose not to shoot. 
 
Question 21:  Please indicate the number of hours between when you tagged your moose and 

when you got it out of the woods and on to your car, truck, trailer, or game pole. 
 
All hunters who return the survey will be mailed a postcard with the cementum age of their moose (if we 
collected or received a central incisor from your moose).  You can expect to receive the postcard by late 
February, after the teeth have been processed and the growth rings counted by a wildlife lab in Montana. 
A summary report of the 2016 moose hunt will also be posted on the Department’s website later in 2017. 
  
 
Thank you!      
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HUNTER RESPONSIBILITY 

 
A responsible hunter is a person who knows and respects the animals hunted, follows the law, and 

behaves in a way that will satisfy what society expects of him or her as a hunter. 

 

This definition has three main parts: 

· knowing and respecting the animals 

· obeying the law, and 

· behaving in the right way. 

 

Accepting the Gift 

 

“If there is a sacred moment in the ethical pursuit of game, it is the moment you release the arrow or 

touch off the fatal shot.  If there is a time for reverence in the ethical hunt, it is when you claim, or 

accept, what you have killed.  This animal is the product of centuries of natural selection.  It is also the 

product of the more recent evolution of hunting and wildlife management in this country.  Above all 

else, it is the result of generations of hunters who would not let these animals and the places they need be 

destroyed” -- from   Beyond Fair Chase by Jim Posewitz. 

 

There is a lot to be thankful for.  The animal you have killed is a precious gift … a gift that comes from 

the land.  Appreciate it. 

 

With this gift come many responsibilities: 

 

To yourself 

 

Physical fitness: If you are not in good shape you owe it to yourself and your loved ones to get in shape.  

More people die of heart attacks than anything else during the hunting season. Moose hunting is hard 

work.  Moving a moose and packing out the meat takes strength and endurance.  Be ready!  It takes three 

months to get into good shape.  Set up a schedule of at least 30 minutes of aerobic exercise 4 times per 

week.  A brisk walk is one of the best forms! 

 

Hunter Orange: Wear it!  Hunters rarely see the whole animal.  Instead they see pieces and parts.  The 

brain puts these together and compares them with the mental picture it already has of what a moose looks 

like.  Orange doesn’t fit in this moose puzzle. 

 

Compass use: Learn to use a compass and practice in the field.  You will want to come out the shortest 

and/or easiest route when you are carrying a moose! 

 

First aid kit and use: get a small field kit and carry it. 

 

Hunt safely:  safety is always first! 

 

To the animal 

 

Only take a sure vital shot.  Learn the vital areas of a moose and where they are from different angles. 

 

Practice with the exact loads you will use on the hunt.  Make sure your firearm is sighted in and in good 

working order.  Know your limitations and stay within them! 
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Develop confidence that you are going to hit where you are aiming every time.  “When hunting, the 

ethical hunter squeezes the trigger to hit the animal.  The ethical hunter does not pull the trigger to find 

out if he or she can hit the animal”  -- Jim Posewitz.         

 

Blood trailing skills - the second hunt.  Waste of meat is universally despised; practice tracking and 

blood trailing.  Mix up some fake blood (red food coloring in whole milk) and have an experienced 

friend lay out a blood trail.  Never give up on a wounded animal. 

 

Can you get it out?  Before you shoot think about what it will take to get this animal out of the woods.  

Animal location - are you in middle of a bog, over a mountain... 

 

Be prepared to take care of the meat and hide.  Do you have the equipment you will need?  Get the 

training you will need to do the job right!  Have coolers and ice ready.  BLOCK ICE SHOULD BE 

PLACED IN THE BODY CAVITY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.   Line up a meat cutter or be ready to 

do it yourself.  Moose is one of the healthiest, best tasting meats you’ll ever eat.  Don’t waste any of it! 

 

To landowners 

 

If you are going to hunt on private land - get permission soon!  Find out any limitations the landowner 

may have.  They can be valuable sources of information on habits and locations of moose activity. 

 

Thank landowners!  Share the meat if successful; send a thank you and/or holiday card, let them know 

they are valued. 

 

On State and Federal land and most industrial forestland - No ATVs are allowed!  You generally 

don’t need permission to hunt on most large, industrial timber companies in Vermont.  Trucks have the 

right-of-way.  Always park off the roads and out of the way.  The 100-yard buffer does not apply to 

private roads - however- the intent is to eliminate road hunting.  Hunting from a vehicle is not safe!  Call 

the landowner if you have questions. 

 

To others 

 

“A peculiar virtue in wildlife ethics is that the hunter ordinarily has no gallery to applaud or disapprove 

of his conduct.  Whatever his acts, they are dictated by his own conscience, rather than a mob of 

onlookers.  It is difficult to exaggerate the importance of this fact”.  -- Aldo Leopold 

 

Follow the law! 

 

The laws are the lowest common denominator for behavior that society will tolerate.  Ethical hunters do 

better - we behave in the right way! 

 

100 yard buffer from all public roads - measure and practice estimating this distance.  You have a lot to 

lose - your moose, your license, your money, and your good reputation.  Don’t take a chance!   Get into 

the woods and really hunt. 

 

Be sensitive to others when you transport your moose.  Treat it with respect that such a wonderful gift 

from nature deserves. 
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Dealing with Anti-hunters/Animal rightists 

 

It takes time to thoughtfully explain to anti-hunters why you hunt and why eating wild game is the most 

ecologically-friendly food choice a human can make for protein (as opposed to soy-bean products, for 

example, which require the land to be subjected to agricultural uses at the expense of natural ecosystems 

which once occurred on the landscapes).  Chances are you won’t be given enough time to convince these 

folks that hunting is indeed a morally acceptable human activity.  But, do make the time to speak to the 

75% who are neutral on hunting - they will decide the fate of hunting. 

 

Critics of hunting find the following activities objectionable: 

 

· unethical hunter behavior 

· killing only for trophy, and 

· killing for fun 

 

Aspects of hunting that are seen as positive are: 

 

· hunting for food 

· hunting to manage wildlife populations 

· hunting as a way of appreciating nature through participation, and 

· conservation achievements of hunters 

 

Often a confrontation is best handled by walking away.  If you are harassed, inform them that it is illegal 

to interfere with a lawful hunt in Vermont.  Video tape them or document their actions, get license 

numbers or names.  Report them to a Warden through the State Police dispatchers.  Do not get into a 

confrontation with them!  This is often what they want.   

 

Dealing with the press 

 

Remember the Sony sandwich.  The bottom of the story is the background facts.  On top is the 

conclusion the reporter draws at the end of the report.  In the middle - the meat - is the interview with 

you.  This gives the story flavor, substance, emotion, and humanity. 

 

“How do you feel?” 

 

You have just shot a beautiful moose.  As you get out of your truck at the check station, a TV reporter 

with a cameraman in tow puts a mike in your face and asks, “How does it feel to kill a moose?”  The key 

word is feel.  How do you think you would feel?  Amazed, astonished, delighted, astounded, grateful, 

joyful, overwhelmed, enthusiastic, excited, great, humble, jubilant, I love it, lucky, marvelous, on top of 

the world, overjoyed, regret, reverent, sad, torn, wonderful, surprised, sympathetic, uncertain.  If you 

used some of these words - that is a quote they will air. 

 

A concern may be raised about fair chase.  Is moose hunting like shooting a “parked car”?  Obviously 

not, but moose do not have the same flight response as deer, and it is often easier to place a good, clean 

and humane killing shot into a moose.  This is a fact that we should be appreciative of, not ashamed of.  

Moose hunting is not a “game” or “contest” but rather an opportunity for some of us to live closely to 

and lightly off the land.  Point out that moose are a renewable natural resource.  Eating moose meat born, 

raised and harvested here in Vermont uses much less of the earth’s finite resources than flying in 
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tomatoes from Europe, strawberries from Mexico or soybeans from the Midwest.  Remind the press that 

the chicken we eat is sold in styrofoam and cellophane, was also once a living creature, was killed in 

order for us to survive, and was an animal that never knew the joy of living free.   

 

Hunting is an honest way to take an animal to eat.  You respect this and appreciate it more than many 

non-hunters could ever understand.  Humans have been hunting for at least 300,000 years, and the 

cooperation and sharing that is a major part of the hunt is also a part of what makes us humans. 

 

Remember - It is the uncommitted 75% of the population that hold the key to the future of hunting.  

They are watching you.  Your individual actions are what we all will be judged on. 

 

“The true test of a hunter is what you do when you know for absolutely certain that no one will ever 

know...” 

 

If you wouldn’t want what you do broadcast on the evening news - don’t do it! Good luck and good 

hunting - we are all counting on you! 
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MOOSE FIELD TECHNIQUES & GAME CARE 
The Humane Shot 

 

When shooting, always aim for the area ahead of the diaphragm (see diagram on the following page).  

This area contains the highest concentration of blood vessels, including the heart and lungs.  Hits to this 

area will cause heavy bleeding, which cannot be stopped and death occurs quickly. 

 

These are the most humane shots a hunter can make.  Hits to this area, high on the heart, will rupture the 

aorta, the main artery leaving the heart, cutting off the blood supply to the brain.  The animal becomes 

unconscious in seconds. 

 

Hits above the heart in the lungs are also fatal but the moose may travel a considerable distance before 

going down, especially if pursued immediately.  Most of the bleeding is internal.  As the animal’s 

movement will cause its skin to move over the entry hole made by a bullet, external bleeding and 

therefore an obvious blood trail may be prevented.  Blood from arteries will appear bright red.  If the hit 

includes the lung area it may also be frothy. 

 

All hunters, especially archers, should be aware of the location of the humerus, the large bone between 

the shoulder and the elbow.  When the moose is walking or running it partially protects the heart and 

lung area.   

 

Shots to be Avoided 

 

Hits behind the diaphragm to the liver and spleen also cause heavy bleeding.  The animal may travel a 

considerably longer distance than if hit in the heart and lung area.  Blood from such a wound will appear 

dark red and not as bright as that from heart and lung wounds. 

 

Hits to the rumen (stomach) and intestines will cause the animal’s death.  However, the animal may live 

for an extended period and the hunter’s chances of retrieving it are greatly reduced.  These shots must 

never be taken deliberately.  Blood from these “gut shot” wounds will often contain stomach contents 

and appear greenish in color. 

 

Hunters who suspect they have made such a shot should allow at least two hours before following the 

animal.  Experience has shown that undisturbed, the moose will lie down, bleed internally and be unable 

to rise and travel further. 

 

Target Area 

 

The visible amount of the heart-lung target area changes depending on the position of the moose relative 

to the hunter.  In some positions none of the target area is visible and the hunter must wait until the 

moose moves to expose it.  If the animal’s body is obstructed from view, the hunter cannot use the head 

position alone as an indication of where the target area is.  For archers, the moose that is facing away at a 

45 degree angle presents the best access to the animal’s target area.  This shot is not obstructed by ribs or 

shoulder bones. 

 

Every hunter should ensure his or her firearm is accurately sighted in.  Practice to develop your shooting 

skill prior to each hunting season.  Know your capabilities and those of your firearm.  Be selective in the 

shot you make.  Ensuring a quick humane kill must be the goal of every hunter who has the opportunity 

to harvest one of these magnificent animals. 
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CARE OF YOUR MOOSE - 

 FROM FIELD TO FREEZER 

 
Rated for table quality, moose is among the best of the big game animals.  It is to your advantage, and it 

is also responsibility as a sportsman, to care for your moose properly and to use it fully. If you and your 

family don’t plan on consuming all of your moose meat within a year, you should have no trouble 

finding someone who’ll take the surplus meat.  You will be providing an excellent food choice to others, 

and you have the responsibility to be sure that the meat you give away is of the finest possible quality.  

WASTING GAME IS A MARK OF A VERY POOR SPORTSMAN. 

 

Assuring top quality moose meat for the table actually begins before the hunt and continues right through 

the choice use of cooking recipes.   First-time moose hunters should be well aware that taking care of the 

animal after it is killed is a LOT of work.  If you’ve every struggled with a 180-pound deer, multiplying 

that effort by three, four, or five times will give you an idea what a moose will be like.  Nothing will 

make moose field care easy, but certain equipment and a bit of know-how will spare you a good deal of 

trouble. 

 

Suggested equipment 

 

In addition to your personal, hunting, and camping equipment, you should also take the items listed 

below on your moose hunt.  Only the knife needs to be carried while hunting unless you will be too far 

from your vehicle or camp to return to it. 

 

   Sharp, stout knife - at least one   Black pepper - ½ pound can 

¼” to ½” nylon rope - at least 50 feet   Sharp axe or hatchet 

Sharpening stone     Pack board(s) - optional 

2 or 3 large plastic bags    Hand winch, or come-along - 1 ton 

Cloth wiping rags          minimum capacity - at least one 

Sturdy hand saw, preferably a boning saw  Large sheet of polyethylene  

Game bags, large quantity of cheesecloth,    

            or several old bed sheets.      

 

Which moose for you? 

 

Either-sex permit holders can shoot a moose of either sex and of any age.  If the finest eating and 

comparative ease of transportation are both important to you, you may want to consider taking a young 

animal, especially a calf.  Although there may be little difference in their edibility, a smaller moose will 

be far easier to get out of the woods than a big bull or cow. 

 

A large set of moose antlers are a truly beautiful and impressive part of the north woods that you can take 

home with you and admire for decades.  However, trophy heads are expensive to have mounted and 

impossible to display properly unless you have a large room with high ceilings.  If you are genuinely 

interested in shooting a trophy moose, go ahead and try to find one.  But if your main interest is in 

obtaining a moose for its meat and you don’t care that much about the rack, you may be much more 

satisfied with a younger animal. 
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Making the kill 

 

You should make every effort to kill your moose instantly.  This requires use of the proper firearm and 

the ability to hit vital areas.    The firearm you use should be sighted-in properly, and you should be 

familiar with it and practice with it before going hunting.    The law establishing the moose season sets 

minimal firearms restrictions, but to have greatest assurance of making a clean kill, moose hunters 

should select a caliber with a minimum 150 grain bullet and a muzzle energy of at least 2,200 foot 

pounds. 

 

Trailing and Recovery 

 

Don’t expect a moose to go down instantly when hit.  Even animals that are vitally hit may travel more 

than 100 yards and show no signs of being mortally wounded.  You must make every effort to recover 

wounded animals and follow up each shot to determine if a hit was made.   

 

If the moose leaves your sight, mark your location and pinpoint the spot where it was last seen.  A 

compass reading can also be taken of its direction of travel.  Carefully inspect the area for blood and hair 

to help determine if the animal was hit.  Remember, blood may not always be evident or easy to find, so 

follow the moose for a distance even if blood is not found at first. 

 

Wait at least 30 minutes before carefully and quietly following the tracks or blood trail.  A wounded 

animal will often lie down after traveling a short distance, if not immediately pursued.  It is important not 

to mistake another moose for the one you are following.  This is most likely to occur in the case of a cow 

and calf.  

 

Be cautious when approaching any downed game, and make your approach from the rear or sides.  A 

moose will usually die with its eyes open, so watch the eyes.  You can check for any sign of life by 

attempting to touch the eye with a stick.  If the animal is alive when it is found, you should finish it 

quickly with another shot to the base of the skull or another vital area. 

 

Once you are sure the animal is dead attach your registration tag to the antler, ear, or some other secure 

location where it isn’t apt to be torn off during transport.  However, be careful around the animal at first, 

since nerve impulses could cause a dangerous toss of antler, or a leg to strike suddenly, even after death. 

 

Now is the best time to take pictures - before you get into the task of field dressing.  It is much better to 

take pictures to show your friends than to display your moose to the public for several days.  Such 

displays create a bad image of hunters and may damage meat as well. 

 

Game Care 

 

First-time moose hunters need to know that handling the animal once it is killed will not be easy.  But, 

with the appropriate equipment and a bit of knowledge, the job can go smoothly.  If you are planning to 

have your moose butchered by a professional outfit, it would be wise to check with them in advance 

about their preferences for handling moose. 

 

Whatever you choose to do will depend a great deal on your means of getting the moose out of the 

woods and how you plan to transport it to camp or home.  The “gamey taste” people often speak of is 

usually the result of poor handling more than anything else.  With proper care, moose meat can be 

outstanding table fare. 
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The main cause of moose meat spoilage is heat.  You can avoid this danger by field dressing your moose 

immediately.  Allow the meat to cool rapidly by providing good air circulation.  You should also take 

every precaution to keep your moose free of dirt, debris, blood and hair. 

 

Cheesecloth or commercial game bags offer the best protection from dirt and flies and still allow 

necessary air circulation.  A liberal application of black pepper will also help to discourage flies. 

 

Field dressing should take place as soon after the kill as possible.  Once the animal is dead, bacterial 

action can spoil the meat quickly.  The chance of spoilage increases the longer you wait and the warmer 

the temperature.  Bleeding your moose is unnecessary in most cases.  Normally, the animal will bleed 

internally, and immediate field dressing will ensure adequate bleeding.                  

 

Field Dressing Your Moose 

 

To begin field dressing, position the moose on its back with the head slightly uphill.   It may be helpful 

to tie the legs to nearby trees.  Make an incision at the base of the breastbone with the tip of a sharp 

knife.  Be careful not to cut the intestines or other internal organs.  The contents can taint the meat.  

Continue the incision down the length of the belly to the anus.  Cut only through the skin and thin wall of  

the body cavity.  Face the blade of the knife upward, and away from the internal organs to avoid cutting 

them.  Use the fingers of your free hand as a guide, but be careful not to cut yourself. 

 

If the head is not to be mounted, you can continue this cut in the opposite direction to the base of the jaw, 

exposing the windpipe and esophagus.  Using your ax or compact, folding bone saw, split the chest bone 

up to the brisket, exposing the contents of the chest cavity.  The windpipe and esophagus should now be 

severed as close to the head as possible.  Tie a string tightly around the esophagus to prevent stomach 

contents from spilling. 

 

If you have shot a cow moose, the reproductive tract (ovaries and uterus) can now be removed (see 

page 28), but you also have the option of waiting until the bowel has been tied.  
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Next, circle the vent with your knife, cutting deeply to free the lower bowel.  Tie this off with a string to 

prevent droppings from coming in contact with the meat.  Now cut through the flesh of the hams down 

to the pelvic bone and split it with an ax or saw.  You should now be able to free the bladder and rectum 

from their attachments.  Take care not to rupture or spill the contents. 

 

By turning the moose on its side and by carefully cutting and pulling, the internal organs and viscera can 

now be rolled out and removed. 

 

The heart, liver and tongue can now be retrieved and allowed to cool while the carcass is quartered.  

After trimming away any shot damaged tissue, organ meats must be cooled quickly.  For transportation 

out of the woods, a cheesecloth bag is best. 

 

Quartering 

 

Quartering is recommended for moose to make handling easier and to allow rapid cooling of the carcass. 

 The hide may be left on each quarter to offer some protection from dirt and flies.  If temperatures are 

warm, you may wish to skin the carcass in the field. 

 

To quarter your animal, you will need a sharp knife and a bone saw.  A saw is best to avoid bone 

splinters and damaged meat, but if one is not available, you can use an ax. 

 

Begin by removing the head.  To do this, cut through the flesh of the neck with your knife.  Saw through 

the vertebrae, and use your knife again to remove the head.  Make your cut as close to the head as 

possible to avoid wasting many pounds of valuable meat. 

 

The next step will be to halve the animal.  This is done by placing the back of your knife against the 

backbone between the second and third rib.  Push the blade outward, completely through the flesh and 

hide.  Cut upward using the ribs as a guide and do the same on the opposite side.  You can now separate 

the halves by sawing through the backbone. 

 
 

Quartering is accomplished by sawing straight down the backbone of each half.  Underlying flesh or hide 

can be separated with your knife.  The task of halving and quartering will be easier if the animal can be 

elevated on logs or sticks.  Trim away any shot-damaged meat that could lead to premature spoilage. 
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Be sure to attach your tags before removing quarters from the place of kill.  If the quarters cannot be 

removed before darkness, try to hang them in nearby trees or elevate them on logs to aid cooling.  Cover 

them with boughs or meat socks and hang a marker nearby. 

 

Getting Your Moose Out of the Woods 

 

Getting the moose from the kill site to your vehicle or camp will probably be the toughest task you will 

face.  If you’re fortunate, you may be able to drive close to the kill site, but many of the roads through the 

moose hunting zones are private and may not be open to public use.   

 

Another possibility is to locate someone with a skidder or work horse. Many hunters will end up packing 

their moose out of the woods instead of using a vehicle.  To do this, you can tie the quarters to a pack 

frame or pack board or even suspend them from a long pole so the load can be shared.  Try not to 

overexert yourself; the pieces will be heavy, and the going could be rough.  It is a good idea to flag each 

quarter with a piece of blaze orange material to prevent accidents. 

 

If the quarters are still too much to carry, the carcass can be cut into more pieces, but remember the law 

requires that, except for the head, hide, lower legs, and boned-out backbone and ribcage, the entire field-

dressed carcass must be delivered to a checking station for examination.  Each individual piece must also 

be labeled with the name and address of the person who shot it. 

 

It is important to get the quarters hung in a cool, shady place, and preferably a meat cooler, as soon as 

possible. 
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Transportation and Cooling 

 

Always protect the carcass from dirt, heat and moisture.  Transport the quarters out in the 

open if possible.  The open back of a pickup works well.  Elevate the quarters to 

keep cool and protect from dirt.  If conditions are dusty or rainy, cover them 

loosely with a porous canvas tarp.  Do not stack the quarters, allow them 

to touch or cover them with plastic.  Plastic retains body heat and 

prevents cooling.  If you transport in a covered truck or trailer, you 

should open windows and vents for proper air circulation.  And 

remember, ICE IS NICE! 

 

Once back at camp or your home, hang each quarter from a cross pole of some type in a shady area with 

good air circulation.  If you will have a long trip home, it is best to allow the meat to cool overnight 

before heading home.  If this is not possible, consider traveling at night when temperatures are cooler. 

 

If you are transporting your animal directly home, be cautious about hanging the meat in a garage or 

shed.  Often these areas are not cool enough to allow proper cooling and aging of the carcass. 

 

Skinning 

 

The quarters should be skinned immediately.  If daytime temperatures are above 50 degrees and 

nighttime temperatures are above 40 degrees, you should remove the hide and cover with cheesecloth.  If 

the daytime temperature is below 50 degrees, you can wait a few hours before skinning.   

 

In skinning, work the hide away with the fingers, and peel it off while the quarters are hanging.  Use a 

sharp knife to slice between the flesh and skin of the animal as it is pulled away.  Be careful not to cut 

either one. 

 

Whether you skin the quarters or not, you should cover each one with cheesecloth or a meat sock. 

 

Aging and Butchering 

 

 Aging is intended to make the meat tender.  This is best accomplished at a constant temperature of about 

40 degrees.  The temperature during aging must never exceed 50 degrees.  For this reason, you will 

probably want the services of a professional butcher. 

 

If you age your meat outdoors, three to five days is sufficient, but the period varies with temperature and 

the size of the animal.  Meat can be aged for as long as 14 days in a cooler.   

 

If you will be handling the meat yourself, remove as much fat as possible before freezing.  Removal of 

bones will save freezer space.  Double-wrap and tightly seal all cuts of meat to prevent freezer burn.  

Meat should be frozen at zero degrees.  Don’t try to freeze too much at once.  Label and date all 

packages for future reference.  If you don’t have the knowledge or time to process your own moose, then 

don’t risk ruining it; have it processed at a commercial facility.        
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Parasites 

 

Moose hunters throughout much of North America will occasionally find parasites within the internal 

organs or skeletal muscle of their moose.  The most noticeable parasite is often the larval stage of the 

tapeworm Taenia ovis krabbei.  The larvae, or cysts, of this tapeworm are small (pea sized), yellowish-

white and located in the muscle of the heart and often throughout skeletal muscle.  The adult stage of this 

tapeworm lives primarily in wolves but also in coyotes, dogs and other carnivores. 

 

The presence of these parasites is not thought to harm moose.  The older the moose, the greater the 

likelihood Taenia ovis krabbei cysts will be present.  Humans cannot become infected with this 

parasite and the moose meat is fit to eat, although it can be unsightly with heavier infestations.  Hunters 

can deal with light or moderate infestations by removing the cysts as they encounter them, or by grinding 

infected meat into hamburger.  Do not allow dogs or wild carnivores to feed on infected meat, for they 

could spread the parasite.  

 

Moose may also carry cysts of a small tapeworm, Echinococcus granulosus, which most commonly 

occur in the lungs but also can be found in the liver.  These cysts are ingested by wolves or coyotes that 

feed on moose or gut piles; the adult stage of the tapeworm then develops in the canid’s intestine.  

Tapeworm eggs are later passed out with the feces, and it is only the tapeworm eggs that are infectious to 

humans.  It is important not to feed moose guts, including uncooked liver, to your dog.  For more 

information see:  http://umaine.edu/publications/1002e/ 

 

Hunters may also encounter very small, orange-brown juveniles of the moose tick, Dermacentor 

albipictus.  Also known as the winter tick, thousands of juveniles, each no larger than a grain of sand, 

may attach to a single moose in late fall and eventually molt into adults by late winter.  After engorging 

on moose blood and swelling to the size of a cranberry, the adult females drop off in April and lay their 

eggs under the leaf litter.  There is virtually no chance that a juvenile moose tick will bite a human.  

Even if the tiny larvae were to attach, they would be washed off at the next bathing and/or be groomed 

off before their first molt.  

 

For more information on winter ticks, visit the website below (courtesy of the University of New 

Hampshire Cooperative Extension): 

http://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource001955_Rep2885.pdf 

 

  

 WARNING! 
 CADMIUM IN ORGAN MEATS 

 

Studies conducted by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, N.H. Division of Public Health Services, 

and the N.H. Fish & Game Department indicate that consumption of moose liver or kidney, or 

deer liver “...may lead to a daily intake of cadmium exceeding recommended levels.”  They further 

indicate that, “Because particularly high cadmium levels have been seen in some moose liver and 

kidney, the DPHS recommends not consuming these organ meats at all.” 

 

 

 

http://umaine.edu/publications/1002e/
http://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource001955_Rep2885.pdf
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HOW MUCH MEAT WILL I GET? 

 

How much meat can the successful hunter expect from his or her moose?  Available sources of 

information don't seem particularly clear on this point.  The Moose From Forest To Table, for instance, 

offers several examples of the quantity of meat which can be obtained from a moose; however, these 

examples are either atypical because of factors such as spoilage or are somewhat confusing. 

 

The figures that follow represent an accurate accounting of what one pair of hunters obtained from their 

moose.  However, anyone attempting to use these figures to estimate the yield of meat from a moose that 

he or she is likely to get must take the following items into consideration. 

 

1. The animal was a bull that weighed approximately 850 lbs. field dressed (gutted). 

 

2. The moose was shot once behind the shoulder (plus a "finishing" shot at the base of the  skull), 

so almost no meat was lost from bullet damage. 

 

3. There was no loss from spoilage or dirty meat. 

 

4. The hunters butchered the animal themselves.  They were used to cutting up their own 

 venison and did a very careful job, so there was almost no waste. 

 

5. The amounts listed are pure meat, with no fat or bone except for the ribs and 21 pounds of 

 beef and pork fat ground into the mooseburger. 

 

Obviously these and other conditions can have considerable effect on the percentage of meat that can be 

taken from a particular carcass.  A cow moose or a young moose, for instance, might not yield as much 

meat per pound of field dressed weight as a mature bull; likewise, a number of bullet holes, spoilage, and 

hasty or careless butchering could result in a lower yield.  Conversely, cutting steaks or roasts in such a 

way as to include bone (as is done with beef) would increase the total weight going into the freezer. 

 

Another word of caution needs to be added.  The percentages of meat that go into various cuts are very 

much a matter of personal preference.  Some might want more put into roasts and less into steak, for 

instance, or less stew meat and more mooseburger.  What is most important is the TOTAL amount of 

meat obtained in comparison to field dressed weight. 

 

MEAT OBTAINED FROM A BULL MOOSE THAT WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 850 POUNDS 

FIELD DRESSED. 

 

Steak of various cuts ........................................................................................... 118 pounds     

Stew or fondue meat ............................................................................................. 88 pounds 

Roasts .................................................................................................................... 11 pounds 

Mooseburger (includes 21 lbs. of beef and pork fat ground  

in to make the mooseburger less dry) ..................................................... 196 pounds 

Ribs (to barbecue) ................................................................................................  24 pounds 

Heart, liver, kidneys, tongue (estimated weight) .................................................  18 pounds 

Total ............................................ 455 pounds 

 
Adapted from Maine’s “Moose Hunter’s Guide”, courtesy of the Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
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HOW MUCH DID MY MOOSE WEIGH? 
 

Successful moose hunters may be interested in knowing what the live weight of their moose was.  When 

you report your moose at the check station, the dressed carcass weight will be measured. This will be the 

weight of the moose with all internal organs and most of the blood removed.  Multiplying the dressed 

weight by 1.45 will give the approximate live weight*.    For example, a huge bull with a dressed weight 

of 1000 lbs. would have weighed approximately 1450 lbs on the hoof.  With calves, the multiplication 

factor is 1.59*.   Thus, a male calf dressing out at 300 lbs would have had a live weight of 477 lbs. 

 

For your interest, the heaviest bull harvested so far in Vermont had a dressed weight of 1,040 lbs.  The 

largest cow dressed out at 814 lbs, and the heaviest dressed weight for a calf was a 422 lb. male. The 

cow and calf were taken during the 1999 and 2004 hunting seasons, respectively, and the bull was taken 

in 1996. 

 

* Multiplication factors taken from The Moose Call, Vol 2, September 1995  

 

SOME HELPFUL HINTS 

 
1. CAUTION AGAINST DOUBLE SHOOTING!!!    With two people allowed to hunt and to 

kill only one moose, there is a risk of an inadvertent violation in which each hunter shoots a 

moose.  THE PERMITTEE AND SUBPERMITTEE MUST STAY CLOSE TOGETHER 

(REQUIRED BY REGULATION) as   a precaution against double shooting.  Another 

precaution against a double shooting is to be aware that during the rutting period a cow moose is 

almost always accompanied by a bull.  One of them may be nearby but out of sight, and may be 

reluctant to leave if the other is shot.  The same would apply to calf moose, which remain with 

the cow through the first year. 

2. Shooting a moose standing in water can cause enormous difficulties unless you have a way to get 

      it ashore.  If it doesn’t sink, which sometimes happens, you could end up gutting it out and       

      quartering it right in the water - an experience you’ll never forget!  And remember it is illegal to  

      shoot a swimming moose.   

3. Hip boots are often handy to have along on a moose hunt.  

4. If you are camped out, it is not a good idea to practice moose calling at night - that is, unless you 

      want a bull moose standing in the middle of your tent! 

5. A come-along, or some other kind of portable winch, and a good length of nylon rope are almost 

      indispensable on a moose hunt.  Two come-alongs are even better. 

6. Polyethylene bags and sheets of poly are useful to bring along on your trip, but NEVER use it to  

      wrap moose meat except when ready to freeze it. 

7. Keep some distance between you, other moose hunters, and the non-hunting public.  Don’t hunt   

      along well-traveled roads or near camps, recreation areas or popular moose-watching sites. 

8. Don’t park where your vehicle will interfere with log hauling.  Don’t hunt near active cutting        

      operations. 

 

 

 
(Adapted from Maine’s Moose Hunter’s Guide) 
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HISTORY OF MOOSE MANAGEMENT IN VERMONT 

 

When Europeans first explored Vermont, forests covered 95% of the landscape.  Moose (Alces alces), a 

forest dwelling animal, were widely distributed as evidenced by their mention in the historic accounts of 

several Vermont towns. Actual moose abundance in earlier times is unknown but moose were apparently 

common based on some of these early accounts. For example, the French Canadians and Abenaki 

Indians who raided Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1704 cached meat from 20 moose at a site on the 

Connecticut River near Brattleboro to provide food for their return march home to Canada.  An Abenaki 

hunter who lived near Crystal Lake in Barton also told of killing twenty-seven moose and many beaver 

in that vicinity in the winter of 1783-1784. 

 

Moose were shot opportunistically throughout the year for food by Native Americans and European 

settlers. Unregulated hunting played a part in the extirpation of moose during the 19th century in 

Vermont. Probably of far greater importance was the loss of moose habitat that accompanied the 

widespread conversion of native forests to create agricultural lands.  This land conversion began in about 

1800 and reached a peak by 1840 after which, only 25% of Vermont was still wooded. 

 

The remaining woodlands of late 19th century Vermont were concentrated along the higher elevations of 

the Green Mountains and in Essex County. Moose had become so rare that when a young bull was shot 

in March 1899, at Wenlock (now Ferdinand) in Essex County, newspaper reports called it “a strange 

animal” and “the last moose in Vermont”.  The shooting was illegal. The 1896 Vermont Legislature had 

established a closed hunting season on moose.  Two persons were arrested for the Wenlock shooting.   

 

Agricultural expansion in 19th century Vermont had also eliminated habitat for other forest-dwelling 

wildlife such as beaver, black bear, deer, cougar, and wolf. These species also had become extinct, or 

nearly so, until changing agricultural practices and the opening of better agricultural lands in the west led 

to abandonment of marginally useful farm lands  and, ultimately, the return of Vermont’s forests. 

 

During the 20th century, hill farms went out of business on a vast scale. Hard won fields gradually were 

lost to forest cover, and moose began to reappear in Vermont. By the 1960s, 25 moose were thought to 

exist in Essex County. By 1980, Vermont forests covered 80% of the land area of Vermont, and moose 

numbers had increased to a point where they were regularly seen in Essex County.  Moose also began to 

be occasionally observed in neighboring counties. The absence of predation on moose by wild predators 

(wolves, cougar, and bear) as well as by humans encouraged rapid population growth. 

 

By 1990, moose were abundant enough to support a limited, controlled hunt. The size and age structure 

of the moose population approximated populations in areas of North America where regulated hunting 

was routine.  Moose viewing opportunities were increasing, and the time had come to capture some 

additional values from Vermont’s moose resource. 

 

Modern moose management began in Vermont in 1992 with the adoption of the state’s first Moose 

Management Plan.  The plan was developed by the Department using biological data derived from 

studies conducted in Vermont and the applicable results from studies conducted on moose in nearby 

states and provinces of Canada.  Public opinion was solicited via a series of public meetings held 

throughout the state during 1991 and 1992. 
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Moose population management through regulated hunting is an important component of the Moose 

Management Plan.  Although the Department finds hunting as the most effective and feasible ‘tool’ for 

us to use in controlling moose populations, this is not the main reason we advocate the hunting for 

moose.  Rather, we value hunting for many reasons, such as the procurement of nutritious, naturally-

grown meat which provides sustenance to humans, and would propose hunting of this renewable 

resource in the absence of any moose/human conflicts.  As we wrote in our original Moose Management 

Plan “the hunting of moose also provides several benefits that were highly desired by the responding 

public.  These benefits include meat, boosts to local economies, and recreation.  In order to see these as 

actual ‘benefits’ and hunting as a ‘positive good’, one must subscribe to an underlying ethic that allows 

for the consumptive use of renewable natural resources, in this case moose.  The Department does 

subscribe to such a position.  We believe it is morally acceptable and ecologically preferable for 

Vermonters to derive as much of their livelihood as possible from the naturally occurring ecosystems in 

which we live.” 

 

Vermont’s first modern moose season was a three-day hunt held in 1993 in Wildlife Management Unit 

(WMU) E in which 25 moose were taken under 30 permits.  In 1995 the season was expanded to include 

a second area, D2, and the season was lengthened to four days including a weekend. 

 

WMU E was subdivided into two parts prior to the 1996 season in order to distribute the moose harvest 

more uniformly across the WMU.  In the new units E1 and E2, some of the hunters were issued 

antlerless-only licenses to increase the percentage of cows harvested in order to reduce reproduction and 

achieve the goal of stabilizing the size of the population in those WMUs.   

 

Continued growth of the moose herd allowed the expansion of moose hunting into a total of 17 WMUs, 

comprising 78% of Vermont. By the beginning of the 21st century, however, moose populations in 

WMUs E and D2 were causing significant damage to forest regeneration and large increases in permit 

numbers were prescribed for these units in 2004 (see Table 1 below).  It was estimated that the moose 

density in WMU E was double the target level which had been set at the 1996 population density 

estimate of 1.75 moose/ mi2. Moose densities well over 3/mi2  in this unit  were over-browsing forest 

regeneration not only to their own detriment but also to the detriment of many other wildlife species that 

utilize low growing trees and shrubs for food and cover.  Landowners, especially large industrial 

forestland owners whose livelihood and investment depends on a healthy and growing forest, were 

especially anxious to see moose densities reduced. 

 

Vermont’s current Big Game Management Plan 2010 – 2020 calls for maintaining moose densities of 

1.75 moose/mi2 in WMU E and 1.0 moose/mi2 in WMU D2.   Moose densities in most other units will be 

held below 0.5   moose/mi2, and the statewide population goal calls for maintaining between 3,000 and 

5,000 moose. After several years of very high permit allocations, the populations in D2 and E were 

brought down to or below target densities, and permit allocations returned to levels similar to the early 

2000’s.  Moose populations are currently below target levels in all WMUs except C and E1, and in order 

to encourage more calf production, only bull permits are now issued for most of the state. 
 

The archery-only moose season was initiated in 2011.  A limited number of permits are allocated via 

lottery for this 7-day season which begins during the peak of the rut on October 1.  An average of 18 

moose /year have been taken in the first 5 seasons, and 81% of these were bulls.  Consequently, this 

harvest has had a minimal effect on the moose population. 
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Table 1. VERMONT REGULAR MOOSE SEASON RESULTS   1993 - 2015 
 
 

YEAR 

 
PERMITS 

ISSUED 

 
MOOSE 

HARVESTED 

 
% HUNTER 

SUCCESS 

 
UNITS 

OPEN 

19931    30 25 83 E 

1994    40 28 70 E 

19952    75 61 81 D2, E 
 

19963 
 

  100 
 

78 
 

78 
 

D2, E1, E2 
 

1997 

 
  165 

 
100 

 
61 

 

Above plus 
 

C, D1, H1 & H2 
 

1998 
 

  165 
 

97 
 

59 
 

1999 
 

  200 
 

120 
 

60 
 

Above plus 

G, I & J1 
 

2000 
 

  215 
 

137 
 

64 
 

2001 
 

  229 
 

155 
 

68 

 

2002 

 

  365 

 

221 

 

61 

Above plus B, 

J2, L, M1 & P 

20034   440 298 68 
Above plus O1 

2004   833 539 65 Above plus Q 

20055           1,046            640 61 

2006           1,115            648 58 

20076           1,251            593 47 M1 & M2 Merged 

2008           1,251            606 48 O1 & O2 Merged 

2009 1,223            602 49  

20107   765            488 64  

2011   406            236 58  

2012   392            205 52  

2013   362            198 55  

2014 288 149 52 
B&C, M&O 

Merged 

2015 230 109 47 P&Q Merged 

         Totals        11, 186         6,333 57  

1  3-day, mid-week season. 
2 Season lengthened to 4 days and opening day moved to Saturday. 
3 Antlerless-only permits issued for the first time.  WMU E split into subunits E1 and E2. 
4  Season lengthened to 6 days. 
5 Season split into two 6-day periods; antlerless permit holders in D2, E1 & E2 hunt 2nd week. 
6 Second season lengthened to 9 days. 
7 Second season discontinued. 
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HORSE SKIDDERS 

 

Teamsters are available for hire to help you skid your moose out of the woods.  They are especially 

handy for use on State and Federal land and on private lands (such as Plum Creek, Forest Legacy Lands) 

where ATVs are prohibited.  The teamsters listed below have experience with moose hauling in 

Vermont, and generally work in the WMUs indicated. If you anticipate using   a teamster to haul out 

your moose, you should make your contacts prior to the season to confirm who is still planning to 

operate in your area of interest, and if they have obtained an operating permit from the State. 

 
Dennis Bingham 

44 Bingham Road 

Island Pond VT 05846 

802-723-5947 

802-323-6854 (cell)      E1, E2 & D2 

Archery & Rifle Season 

Frank Bovey 

1448 West Creek Road 

Florence VT  05744 

802-779-4585 (cell) 

802-483-2224                     I, L & M 

Mark A. Farrow Logging 

1259 Stearns Brook Road 

Holland VT 05830 

802-673-6239 (cell) 

802-895-2711               D2, E1 & E2 

Archery & Rifle Season 
John Rose 

146 Bent Hill Road 

Braintree VT 05060 

802-728-6303                             J1 

Ted Russell 

3427 Route 30 

Sudbury VT 05733 

802-249-2999                        G & I 

Archery & Rifle Season 

Hayden Tanner 

581 Michaud Drive 

Sutton VT 05867         D2, E1 & E2 

802-467-3639(h);  

802-535-7987(cell) 

Archery & Rifle Season 

Chris Lowe 

307 Knight Road 

Jamaica, VT 05343 

802-258-0125 (cell) 

802-896-9444 (home)           P&Q 

Archery & Rifle Season 

Mark Tice (“Iron Horse”) 

420 S Shore Drive 

Derby Line VT 05830        D2 & E1 

802-673-1215 markdtice@gmail.com 

Archery & Rifle Season 

 

John Haney 

790 White Road 

Corinth, VT 05039 

802-439-3815 

540-272-2685 (cell) 

H, J1, J2, M, O 

Archery & Rifle Season 

Ken Denton (“Iron Horse”) 

Cabot, VT 

802-426-3463 

802-535-9002 (cell)          

D1, D2, H, E2 & E1 

Archery & Rifle Season 

Richard Luce 

1449 Connecticut Road 

White River Jct., VT 05001 

802-296-7718                     E1 & E2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:markdtice@gmail.com


     
51 

 

 

 

 

MEAT CUTTERS 
 

The following meat cutters have expressed an interest in butchering and packaging moose.  The Department 

 is providing this contact information as a service, but is not endorsing these establishments in any way.  

 We suggest you ask for references before selecting a commercial meat cutter. 

 

Adam’s Wild Game Cutting 

1226 Rice Hill, Sheldon, VT 

802-393-1833 

Blayne Hill 

Wild Hill 

West Fairlee VT  05083 

802-333-4718 

Brown’s Custom Meat Processing 

Bean Hill Road PO Box 223 

Glover VT 05839 

802-525-4044 

Locke’s Wild Game Processing 

Codding Hollow Road 

Waterville VT 05492 

802-644-6530 or 802-644-5686 

BG’s Market Inc. 

Rtes. 5 & 12  

Hartland VT 05201 

802-436-2360 

Steve Clark 

Irish Hill Road 

Lowell VT 05847 

802-744-2465 

Randy Royar 

1179 Creek Road 

Irasburg VT 05845 

802-754-6537 

Georgia Market 

962 Ethan Allen Highway 

Georgia  VT 05454 

802-527-1100 

Chris Harrington 

Harrington Meats 

Route 9 Bennington, VT 

802-375-5007 or 518-686-0846 

R & B Custom Meat Cutting 

820 Borland Road 

West Glover, VT  05875 

802-525-4988 or 802-525-4412 
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2016 Vermont Leashed Dog Trackers 

 

 

Licensed dog trackers may be used to help trail and locate wounded moose.  The following list 

shows licensed dog trackers as of June 2016. To check on any updates, visit our website at:   

 

http://vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Hunt/2016%20Vermont
%20Leashed%20Dog%20Trackers.pdf 
 
 
Name Town Phone Numbers 
Tim Nichols  Granville, NY 518-642-3012 802-353-6020 
Travis Nichols Granville, NY 518-642-3012 518-932-6505 
Chris Peacock Burlington, VT 802-658-3423 
Marvin Ainsworth St Johnsbury, VT 802-748-8627 
Laura Nichols Granville, NY 518-642-3012 518-932-6506 
Doug des Groseilliers Hardwick, VT 802-472-6177 
Jeff Adams Milton, VT 802-893-4375 802-324-6316 
Daniel Myers Troy, VT 802-988-4370 802-309-2504 

Dennis Roberts Troy, VT 802-988-9632 802-673-5061 

Jess Monago Burlington, VT 607-765-0945 

Ryan Lewis East Fairfield, VT 802-782-1167 

Nicholas Merritt East Fairfield, VT 802-238-3884 802-922-2515 

John Konya Bradford, VT 802-439-3838 

Kayla Konya East Thetford, VT 802-333-4278 

Jacquelyn Magoon Morrisville, VT 802-279-6578 

Brandon Sweet Fairfax, VT 802-318-2829 

Cody Barnum New Haven, VT 802-458-7070 

Mandi Fecteau  Orleans, VT 802-323-3536 

Jacques Marcoux Hyde Park, VT 802-279-7889 

Kristie Adams* Pittsford, VT 802-483-6257 802-558-1143 

Roger Chauvin Swanton, VT 802-316-2614 802-868-4953 802-782-1608 

Chrystal Cleary* Peru, VT 802-824-5394 508-208-6202 

*Semi-Active Trackers  

Calls will be taken at the dog handler’s discretion and availability.  

 

http://vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Hunt/2016%20Vermont%20Leashed%20Dog%20Trackers.pdf
http://vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Hunt/2016%20Vermont%20Leashed%20Dog%20Trackers.pdf
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Hunters Sharing the Harvest 

 

Since early times when man first lived in family groups and settled in village communities, the hunt has 

brought benefits to many people.  Whole villages would turn out to greet hunters returning from the 

hunt. The hunter was always viewed and respected as a contributor to the community and society.  

Successful hunts were a time of joy, celebration and reflection for the entire village. This system was 

based on mutual respect - respect for people, respect for the animals harvested, and respect for the 

environment.  People reflected upon the animals taken during the hunt for the sustenance they provided.  

Hunters observed the ethic that animals are taken with respect.  People respected the harvested animals 

in that they were not wasted.  Today...like the hunts of long ago... we still observe and respect these basic 

principles. 

 

It is in keeping with these time honored customs that Hunters Sharing The Harvest allows a way in 

which Vermont hunters in their communities can share their success and good fortune with people in 

need ~ by offering a gift of game meat from their hunt.  Hunters Sharing The Harvest provides food to 

needy Vermonters by securing wild venison from successful hunters and distributes this meat to food 

banks and others in need of food.  The program began as a cooperative effort of Vermont’s food banks, 

the Vermont’s Grocer’s Association, the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department, and sportsmen’s clubs 

throughout Vermont.  This program connects people versed in harvesting wildlife with people in need of 

high quality protein.   Deer and moose meat is higher in protein and lower in fat compared to beef.   Each 

year over one million pounds of boneless venison is harvested by hunters in Vermont and consumed by 

households throughout New England.    

 

Now through the Hunters Sharing The Harvest program successful hunters can expand the circle of 

people who receive the fruits of their hunt.  Vermont joins 30 other states in promoting this program for 

the benefit of many citizens in need of food.  To join this effort simply contact your area food shelf and 

follow the instructions below.  Examples of food shelves that can store and distribute venison are the 

Danville Emergency Food Shelf (684-2515), Hardwick Area Food Pantry (472-5940) and the Putney 

Emergency Food Shelf, operated by the Genesis Church (254-1059).  

 

 If you wish to donate harvested moose meat to this program... 
 

If you are interested in continuing this time-honored tradition of the hunt, by sharing your moose 

venison as a gift to those in need in your communities, simply follow the instructions listed below.  

And thank you for your stewardship of Vermont’s wildlife and your generosity to your neighbors in 

need.  

 

Hunters donating moose meat to this program by law must observe the following: 

- Meat must be processed and refrigerated. 

- Each package must be properly labeled with the hunter’s name, hunting license number,     

type of game meat (moose in this case), tag number, and date of donation. 

 

 Contact a cooperating food bank or grocer for arrangement to drop off venison.  Thank you!



      

 

  

                     2016 OFFICIAL LEGAL HUNTING HOURS FOR MOOSE 

 (one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset) 

 

 Daylight Savings Time  

Archery Season 

          Start Time   End Time 

 October 1  6:19 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

 October 2  6:20 a.m.   6:58 p.m. 

 October 3  6:21 a.m.   6:56 p.m. 

 October 4  6:22 a.m.   6:55 p.m. 

 October 5  6:23 a.m.   6:53 p.m. 

 October 6  6:25 a.m.   6:51 p.m. 

 October 7  6:26 a.m.   6:49 p.m. 

Regular Season 

 October 15  6:36 a.m.   6:35 p.m. 

 October 16  6:37 a.m.   6:34 p.m. 

 October 17  6:38 a.m.   6:32 p.m. 

 October 18  6:40 a.m.   6:30 p.m. 

 October 19  6:41 a.m.   6:29 p.m. 

 October 20  6:42 a.m.   6:27 p.m. 

  

Remember - If you transport your moose carcass whole - SEVERAL BLOCKS OF ICE should 

be placed in the body cavity as soon as possible. 

 

  

Previous permit winners must wait 3 years before they can be named as a subpermittee, i.e., 

you cannot select a subpermittee that held a Vermont Moose Hunting Permit in 2013, 2014 or 

2015.  Such persons, however, can serve as your “guide”.   

 

Previous designated subpermittees can be selected as subpermittees again with no required 

waiting period, and may apply for their own permit the following year.  

 

  

Horses may be used only by specially permitted teamsters to retrieve moose carcasses from most  

public and industrial forest lands (see page 50). 

 

Hunting Guides:  Vermont does not have a registered hunting guide program.  Some of  

Vermont’s hunting guides are affiliated with the Vermont Outdoor Guide’s Association and you  

may wish to visit their website at http://www.voga.org/  . 

 

  

http://www.voga.org/

